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THE ARCHITECT AND THE SOCIALISTIC STATE. 


N_ discussing issues which have been brought into 
prominence by the war, it is possible that we may not 
have made certain points clear, and that, when dwelling 
upon the evils which are incidental to the enlargement 
of the sphere of State Control, we may be held to have 

been commenting on a different and entirely ‘subordinate 
question—the employment of official architects by munici- 
palities. The control of the industries connected with shipping, 
food, drink, railways and other callings for objects connected 
with the prosecution of the war has necessitated an immense 
extension of officialism and the resultant contraction of the 
rights and opportunities of the individual, and because of war 
the State has become the greatest employer of labour in the 
world. Socialists, many of whom are even more averse to 
war than their fellows, see in this extension of the functions 
of the State an approximation to the millennium they dream 
of, in which all will have parted with their free will and have 
become insignificant parts of a great machine working for 
supposed common interests. We have heard whispers to the 
effect that the official system of permits for building is to be 
kept up for a couple of years after the war, and that no building 
other than that required by the municipalities and for purposes 
of housing is to be sanctioned. Such restriction cannot, we 
hold, be justified either on the ground of expediency or of 
justice, and it is such “ official interference ” with the liberty of 
the subject that we are emphatically opposed to. Nor do we 
consider that private enterprise has failed in meeting the 
housing problem. We put down the shortage of houses, apart 
from the stoppage of building during the war, to two main 
causes, the enormous growth of rates, which are, many consider, 
assessed on an unfair basis, and secondly to the results of the 
ill-judged Finance Act of 1909, which converted a first-class 
security into an uncertain one. To cure the evil it will be 
necessary to amend the laws of rating and to repeal the Finance 
Act, not to call on the State to finance immense schemes at 
the expense of the overburdened taxpayer, which is a palliative 
and not a remedy. It is sometimes better to retrace our steps 
when we have started in the wrong direction, instead of 
attempting by devious ways to reach our destination by a road 
which eventually leads in the wrong direction. In these respects 
we want less officialism and not more, but this has little to do 
with the old question of the “ official” architect. As to the 
“ official architect,”’ we hold no exclusive brief for either officials 
or their colleagues in private practice, but would rather put it that 
we hold a brief for architects as a body, and for the art which 
they represent. Every municipality and every city and town 
has its elected representatives and it is for them to decide how 
they can best serve the interests of the ratepayers. At the 
same time, we may briefly discuss several considerations which 
are germane to the matter. 

If every town and county employed an official architect 
to design its municipal buildings, schools, markets, public halls, 
hospitals, housing schemes and other buildings, it is obvious 
that several hundred appointments would be open to members 
of the profession, but equally clear that the remainder would 
be excluded from a large sphere of interesting and remunerative 
work. The proposition is one which would hardly appeal to 
the majority of the profession, who would not see their way 
clear to obtaining one of the coveted positions. A small 
number of very busy men whose work has been mainly of a 
private or commercial character would presumably be little 
affected by such a change, and they alone could consider the 
matter ‘‘ without prejudice.” The effect of such a system 
on architecture as an art would, in the first place, depend on 


the ability and powers of design which the officials appointed 
possessed, and, secondly, on the effect that it would have in 
checking or encouraging men of talent who might become 
architects : chiefly, we believe, on the last-named point > and 
the probability seems to be that it would make architecture less 
attractive as a vocation, though some might hold a contrary 
view. We must also consider whether the architect of marked 
ability would, as a rule, be attracted by an official appoint- 
ment. Would Norman Shaw, Sir Charles Barry, Pearson, 
Street, or others we could name, have been attracted to a 
profession in which their chance of obtaining work of the 
most interesting character depended on their accepting and 
holding a municipal or Government appointment? If we 
answer the question in the negative, we emphasize the impor- 
tance of keeping the limits of the field of private practice as 
wide as possible; for, obviously, to make the practice of the art 
unattractive to men of exceptional talent must inevitably 
impoverish our contemporary architecture. To urge that men 
like Wren held public appointments and were salaried officials 
is beyond the mark, for neither the King’s Carpenters nor the 
Surveyors-General of the past were officials in the sense in which 
we now use the word—the organisers of great business depart- 
ments. Wren lived in days when much still fell to the crafts- 
men, when men’s methods were leisurely compared with those 
of to-day, and he was also the most consummate genius in our 
architectural records if we judge by his accomplished works. 
St. Paul’s and the fifty churches designed by Wren may be 
pointed out as proofs of what a great director can accomplish ; 
but we must also consider what such a series of works carried 
out by Gibbs, Chambers, or many men whose abilities must be 
admitted by all, would have been, and we should probably 
have reason for wishing that the work had been divided between 
men in private practice. We cannot, in a word, judge from the 
exceptional man’s record, but must try to think what would 
take place were a high but not exceptional standard of com- 
petency assured. We have heard official architects express 
the view that they are looked on with disfavour by their brethren 
in private practice, and that equal justice is not accorded 
them by professional bodies. If this be so, it is an injustice ; 
because it is open to any man to accept a salary in lieu of 
fees, and is a matter which concerns the individual alone. 
The rights of every holder of an architectural appointment 
should be as scrupulously respected as the rights of an archi- 
tect in private practice, but where the question 1s one of the 
creation of a new office, architects as a whole and their pro- 
fessional bodies are clearly within their rights in support- 
ing or opposing such measures, either in what they conceive 
to be the interests of architecture or the secondary commercial 
interests of members of the profession. In dealing with the 
question, two considerations must appeal to a public body : 
the architectural advantage to be gained from either course, 
and its pecuniary gain or loss to the ratepayer. The archi- 
tect’s view will be governed by the interests of architecture 
as he sees them, and also by the commercial interests from 
his own standpoint. The last is a point which it is useless 
to urge, so that the question must be threshed out on the 
two points of the value of the services obtained under the 
opposed systems and their cost to the public. All trained 
architects, whether in official capacities or In private practice, 
can at least agree that economy does not consist in cheapness 
alone, but in securing the best designed buildings that archi- 
tectural skill and foresight can produce ; and whenever this is 
done through the private or by the official architect, the cause of 
architecture in the public estimation is upheld and strengthened. 
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With regard to the secondary economy in fees, care must be 
taken that the same data are compared. The salaried architect, 
because he is salaried, will sometimes be asked to prepare several 
alternative schemes for the same building. If the cost of these 
schemes is charged at the usual professional rates, the work of 
the salaried architect may seem to be cheaply obtained, but the 
public body should remember that the private architect would 
very seldom be asked in a similar case to prepare alternative 
schemes, because of their cost, and it is therefore unfair to com- 
pare the results reached on different data, It must also be borne 
in mind that it is very difficult in many cases to get at the actual 
cost of an official department, as a number of considerations, such 
as establishment charges, pensions, and other allowances, have 
to be taken into account ; so that unless the two parties to the 
discussion have the services of a trained auditor, assisted with 
the fullest details, comparisons are likely to be of a very doubtful 
value. The success of the official architect must depend on 
two factors, his ability as an architect coupled with his skill as 
as organiser. If these are both granted, and his personality is 
sympathetic, he may build up a school of workers who will form 
a community of men imbued by common ideals and aims, and 
he will in such cases obtain very tangible advantages for the 
public body he serves. The appointment of an official architect 
of marked ability and original views has given the Derbyshire 
County Council a series of the best schools in England, but 
the same position might have been held by a less able man 
to the wubilie loss. Similarly, a man may be an excellent 
architect and an indifferent organiser, and his appointment 
for that reason will be a failure; or he may be a good organiser 
and an indifferent architect, in which case the architectural 
quality of the resultant work will suffer. We are, on the whole, 
inclined to hope that the official system may not be further 
extended, but every holder of an office should receive the full 
support of his colleagues; and the;official should remember that 
it is human and natural for his colleagues in private practice, 
whose livelihood depends on the commissions they receive, 
to oppose any steps which mean a contraction of the field 
of their opportunities. He should for this reason do what 
he can to forward the interests of the profession to 
which he belongs, and the art he represents, by helping his 
colleagues in private practice, as he often has opportunity of 
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will lie in the direction of town planning, and it may be said 
there is hardly a town of over 100,000 population in the country 
which would not be well advised, in the interests of economy. to 
secure the continued services of an architect to consider the 
direction and needs of extension which time will cause, and the 
best methods of dealing with what is in reality an essentially 
“ municipal ” problem, the arrangement of buildings to secure 
the best practical and architectural results. A comparatively 
cheap building, the first cost of which is inconsiderable, may, 
if placed in the wrong position or designed in an ill-considered 
way, be more expensive than a larger one, the first cost of which 
is much greater, but which will serve its purpose for a long term 
of years and be capable of ultimate extension. Our city 
fathers may, for want of good professional advice, create what 
will shortly become slums, and nothing but trained advice 
based on intimate knowledge of local circumstances will save 
us from continual mistakes. The control by municipalities of 
advertisements, frontage lines and heights of buildings, other 
than those allowed by by-laws, must in the end come, if our 
cities of the future are to be fair presentations of architectural 
skill and not the results of chance. Our summing up of the 
case is this: the appointment of an official architect is a gain 
to the community where, as in some cases, it has involved 
the substitution of better architectural skill for that of a 
more mediocre order, while it has resulted in loss to the 
public in other cases, where it has led to the exclusion of the 
talent of gifted architects in private practice. But as the 
rate-payers are the judges und the municipal bodies serve 
them in the manner they think best, it is grossly unfair for 
architects as a whole to visit with prejudice the holder of 
an office because they dislike a system. But architects, know- 
ing that if powers are given to a body they cannot be 
prevented from exercising their rights, have every justification 
in opposing the multiplication of departments which un- 
doubtedly are also a step in the direction of State Socialism. 
The interests of the architect, whether official or private, are 
threatened by the maintenance of State interference with the 
liberty of the subject ; and architects are too well able to appre- 
ciate the importance of tradition, security of property, the 
maintenance of that which has come to us from the past, and 
the importance of individual effort, to be tempted to further 


doing. The greatest scope for the official architect in the future the insidious and ignorant efforts to create a Socialistic State. 
NOTES. 

: THE unfinished County Hall is the last great WE believe the Government decision to the effect 

The London = building which has been requisitioned for purposes National that there is to be no compulsion for national work 

County Hall. connected with the war, and alterations are tu be Service. is a sound one, especially as Sir Auckland Geddes 


carried out to fit it for its temporary purposes. We 
hope that in this and other cases where public buildings have been 
commandeered it will be found possible to avoid everything which 
would cause damage to the structure when finally handed over for 
its original purpose. One of the minor inconveniences caused by the 
war is the delay in the completion of the County Hall, for 
there was probably never a building which was more urgently 
wanted than that which will accommodate the now scattered depart- 
ments of the County Council. The delay is inconvenient for the 
Council, and annoying for the architect of the building, who will 
have to wait for several more years before he can see the completion 
of the scheme,and the ratepayers of London will have to wait for 
the economies which will be effected by the setting free of accom- 
modation at present occupied by the County Council's many 
departments. 





AN amusing point has arisen out of the prosecution 

Dual of a man who drove a traction engine over Walton 
Ownership. Bridge at Shepperton-on-Thames, contrary to the by- 
laws of the Middlesex County Council. It appears 

that one-half of the bridge belongs to the Surrey County Council, 
and is carried on brick arches, the other half of the bridge being of 
irun and belonging to the Middlesex County Council. If the defen- 
dant had conilis kept to the Surrey Section of the bridge he 
would have been within his rights, but for using the Middlesex 
portion of the bridge he was fined £5 and costs, The point is a 
nice one; but however venerable the defendant becomes he will 
probably always recollect in future that there is a county boundary 
at that particular point. Probably he will have a greater affection 
for the county of Surrey than that of Middlesex; but, possibly, 
he will have a prejudice against the police of either county. ¥ 





states that such compulsion would be impossible 
without State control of every industry and business. If every 
industry and business were controlled, it is very doubtful whether 
the Government, or any Government, could decide who is really 
necessary and who is not, and we feel that the authorities have «t 
present quite enough on their hands. It is obviously necessary 
that men who are required for military purposes should be called up, 
but there are too many round pegs in square holes at the present 
time to give one much belief in the ability of any Government 
to decide wisely what it is right for every one of us to do. When 
the war is over we can imagine the relief with which the population 
of the country will hail the burning of the various “orders,” 
“permits” and other documents now needed. 





CORRESPONDENCE has appeared in the Liverp! 
More about press as to the best form which a war memorial !0 
Memorials. ziverpool might take, and whether it can be fittingly 
siened “in the Cathedral” which is devoted to the 
services of the Established Church. A writer very sensibly sugges's 
that the completion of the cathedral itself would be a better 
monument than any memorial placed inside it. A great building, 
whatever its object, belongs to the whole of the city in which it 's 
placed, and men of all divisions of faith may well feel pride a" 
pleasure in the cathedral which will dominate Liverpool. There 
would be much to be said for our memorials taking the form of (ve 
completion rather than the initiation of projects, for most of o\'' 
towns and cities contain such monuments. It is more operant 
that we should have great buildings than sculptured groups, but the 
best thing of all is that fine sculpture should form a part of our 


buildings. 
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MANCHESTER SOCIETY OF 
ARCHITECTS. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 


Tue following is the address by the President, 
Mr. John B. Gass, J.P., F.R.1.B.A., delivered 
before the members on the 10th inst., at the 
Society’s Rooms, 16, St. Mary’s Parsonage, 
Manchester :— 

“ GENTLEMEN,—Since I had the honour of 
addressing you at the opening of the last session 
the progress of events has been of vital import- 
ancs to the life of the world, our national life 
and our professional life. I therefore think it 
desirable to supplement my last year’s address 
and to call your further attention to some of 
the matters then mentioned and others which 
particularly affect architects and their position. 
A new world life is undoubtedly being created— 
a new national life is being formed. We are 
living under conditions hardly believable; in 
the State our liberties are curtailed to an alarm- 
ing extent. Much that we have lived and hoped 
for, and much that England has always stood 
for, are abandoned for the time. Officials are 
everywhere—a great army. Everything points 
to further increase in this army, which, like the 
Old Man of the Sea, may entwine and in part 
strangle individual effort in its great embrace 
unless by combination there is strength enough 
to resist its insidious action. The time-honoured 
points of view have to be adjusted to the new 
conditions, but the adjustments must be for 
betterment all round and a levelling up to the 
best and most efficient, not a levelling down to 
the worst and the inefficient. Architects can 
render valuable service to the community in the 
national re-organisation, and every effort must 
be made by our profession to place it in the best 
position to render such service. How far there 
is an awakening to the true condition of things 
time only will show. 


The Institute and War Service. 

“ There has certainly been an awakening in the 
life of the Institute from its period of repose 
which gives promise of much good. The three 
resolutions submitted to the Council of the 
R.LB.A. by the recent informal Conferences in 
London and urging a policy of public usefulness 
are undoubtedly stimulating. 

“ These resolutions and the whole tone of the 
Conferences indicate a strong desire that the 
policy of the Institute shall more directly lead 
to its own proper development and the improve- 
ment of the status of the profession. Notwith- 
standing the good work achieved by the Institute, 
and the self-denying labours of those who for 
many years have controlled it, there is the 
undoubted fact that architecture and architects 
have not occupied their proper place in the 
world of affairs in our national upheaval. In 
the national interests and in the interests of our 
profession every effort should now be made to 
prevent a recurrence of this unsatisfactory 
position. Some steps have been taken to deal 
with it, and there is recent evidence of the desire 
of at least one of the Government Departments 
to more effectively utilise architects’ services 
through the Institute, and it is confidently 
hoped that successful results will accrue, which 
may have far-reaching effects. 

* With a strong and thoroughly representative 
Institute, properly supported and maintaining 
the present high ideals, but with a more com- 
prehensive outlook and greater practical activi- 
ties, much can and will be accomplished. No 
opportunity should be missed of obtaining 
proper professional recognition by all authorities, 
not only in London but, through and by the 
allied societies, over the whole of the country. 

** In the scheme of the War Office (and, unfor- 
tunately, the military caste is controlling our 
present destinies) the architect does not exist, 
and, as you know, to the Government generally 
the Institute was stated to be unknown. In the 
military mind there are engineers and surveyors, 
but not architects. When it was found necessary 
to lay out munitions and other works for 
military service, the Government engaged an 
American engineer. The services of works 
architects in Kngland do not appear to have 
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been considered, though there are specialists 
fully qualified to arrange and carry out such 
buildings ; and they would certainly have made 
more businesslike arrangements for dealing with 
their erection. 

** We all constantly regret the number of our 
highly-trained young men who were relegated 
to positions in the Army altogether outsid> their 
line of training, although their specialised 
services were and are still badly required in all 
directions and in all branches of the Service. 
Some of our seniors anxious to take on work are 
helping in all sorts and conditions of things— 
dilution offices, substitution offices, clerks and 
the like—pcesitions in which they are doing useful 
work, but not specialised work for which they 
are so well fitted and in which they were 80 
anxious to place their services at the disposal of 
the State. During the last year there has per- 
haps been a little more consideration given to 
architects, but only a littl. Undoubtedly, in 
much of the building work undertaken by the 
State, and particularly that directly arranged 
by the War Office, there has been throughout 
and is still the want of that proper direction and 
control which only a trained architect can supply. 
In these later years of the war valuable personal 
work has been given to the State by many 
architects. Mr. Ernest Newton, the ex-Presi- 
dent of the Institute, and some others associated 
with him have specially rendered important 
professional and semi-pr fessional services 
gratuitously to the Ministry of Munitions, done 
excellent work, and not spared themselves in 
the national interest. 

“The present organisations of the archi- 
tectural prof*ssion and the specialised training 
making for the directing forces of the country 
have never been properly utilised by the State, 
so as to make them of the greatest value in 
the present crisis in our history. Many square 
pegs have been put into round holes; the 
good intentions with which some of the appoint- 
ments have probably been made, especially 
in the earlier days of the war in connection 
with Army building work, have done a con- 
siderable amount of the paving of the hell of 
inefficiency. 

“The War Committee of the Institute, 
although it was at the eleventh hour, were 
desirous of seeing that in some manner square 
pegs should be fitted to square holes, and 
endeavoured to help towards that end in the 
early stage of the ill-fated National Service 
Scheme. Mr. Neville Chamberlain, the first 
Director, received a very important deputation ; 
all the speakers emphasised the advantage to 
the nation of the special training of architects 
being utilised in the National Service. He gave 
a most considerate hearing and seemed to 
recognise our position. In the carrying out of 
the National Service Scheme, however, the 
character of the service to be rendered was not 
specified before enrolment was asked for, and 
this—with the petty jealousies between Depart- 
ments (which are ever the bane of our English 
public service)—foredoomed failure, though it 
might have been cf national vaiue. The revival 
will be followed with interest; the practical 
value of some of the stated objects cf the new 
scheme, except in the dealing with Aliens, 
is, however, doubtful. These National Service 
Schemes, though good in intention, have not so 
far got to the heart of things, and certainly 
do not appear likely to materially help our 
professional position. All the Government 
departments were notified by Mr. Chamberlain 
of the services architects could render, but the 
cold response of the War Office, particularly to 
the profession whose very name was disallowed 
in their organisation, led to a very unsatis- 
factory response. Perhaps, however, the little 
more consideration given to members of our 
profession during the past year may have been 
the outcome of the deputation. 


The Allied Societies. 


“ There has also been an awakening among 
the allied societies during the past year and 
much necessary activity has been displayed by 
them. In the Institute War Committee's 
proceedings great interest was taken, and the 
allied societies were fully represented in the 
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deputation in London to Mr. Neville Chamber- 
lain. After the d»putation, the representatives 
met together and an Allied Societies Conference 
was arranged to be held in Manchester. There 
was @ special meeting to consider the housing 
question on March 31 last, when the con- 
stitution was decided on and the first General 
Conference was held in our Society's Rooms on 
April 18. The constitution of the Conference 
states that ‘ the objects are to strengthen the 
position of the profession, the Institute and 
the Allied Societies in the world of affairs, 
and to aid and encourage architecture as a 
living and vital force in the national life.’ 
Conferences are to be beld in various districts 
as may from time to time be arranged and twice 
in each year. Each of the allied societies will 
have three representatives. Manchester was 
agreed upon as the headquarters and Mr. Isaac 
Taylor, F.R.1.B.A., our Society's Hon. Secre- 
tary, was appointed general hon. secretary 
with associated hon. secretary in district in 
which the Conference is held. The president 
of the society in whose district the Conference 
takes place is to be the chairman of it and an 
executive committee was formed of presidents 
of the Birmingham, Leeds, Liverpool, Man- 
chester, Nottingham and Sheffield societies, 
At the General Conference exceedingly interest- 
ing papers were read and animated discussion of 
much value followed. Resolutions were after- 
wards submitted by the Executive to the Insti- 
tute, embodying the general feeling of the 
allied societies. At a special meeting of the 
Council of the Institute, held on June 18, the 
resolutions received sympathetic consideration 
and a joint committee was formed, composed 
of very representative members of th» Institute 
and the presidents of all the allied societies, 
with a view to consultation on matters of general 
interest and importance to the profession, 
though the proceedings are to be considered 
informal. The first meeting of the Joint Com- 
mittee was held in London on Thuraday, 
October 4, and was well attended; and the 
second meeting is to be held in Manchester on 
Wednesday, December 12. I believe it is the 
first time in the history of the Institute that 
such a conference has been held in a pro- 
vincial centre. 


Architecture and Architects. 

“ Frequently have I mentioned how archi- 
tecture 18 ever representative of the spirit of 
the times, the life, habits and mode of thought 
of the people. We are coming into a democratic 
age when our architecture, to be true, must be 
expressive of such times and a record of the 
civilisation. Architects have the duty placed 
upon them of secing that the highest and best 
forms of that civilisation are expressed in the 
buildings, and all opportunities should be taken 
of increasing the importance of the profession 
and attracting to it the best minds, so as to get 
a high average of attainment. Architecture is 
often spoken about as mainly an expression of 
the emotions, a matter of scholarly research in 
purely academic fields, and is taken as one of the 
means of discussion in which graceful periods, 
with pleasant and interesting semi-vague 
generalities, can be displayed to advantage. 
And it has also been said that, in endeavouring 
to improve the status and opportunities of the 
members of our profession and increasing its 
importance in the Commonwealth a blow is 
being aimed at architecture itself. Undoubtedly 
it requires a special bent of mind to be an archi- 
tect, but those with the spocial abilities will not 
be attracted to the profession if it does not give 
reasonable opportunities for advancement, and 
if it is not considered of practical value in the 
world.) The same qualities which make for 
success as an architect make for success in many 
walks of life which do give such opportunities, 
and offer more prizes and fewer blanks than 
our profession. By far the majority of 
practising architects have entered into the 
profession with a view of honourably earning a 
living, carving out @ carcer and making a 
success of their lives, and not because they were 
predestined heaven-born architects with high 
architectural ideals. The very meaning of 
* professional ’ is‘ one who makes his living by 
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his art, as distinguished from an amateur.’ 
Some few, without the necessity for earning 
a living, have taken “P architecture as an agree- 
able and interesting form of education and as 
a pastime. I have known of such dilettanti, 
but they have had few opportunities for work, 
and not having the stimulus of necessity, have 
done tittle of value, though there is no reason 
why they should not do so, and the practice of 
architecture still retains its fascination for some 
of the more fortunate brethren. Our profession 
is a serious one, demanding special qualities of 
heart and thought, a mind ready and receptive, 
a faculty for artistic expression with an ability 
for hard and continuous work, and that genius 
which is an infinite capacity for taking pains. 
An art, a science, a business, a craft architecture 
has been called, but the ‘ profession’ of archi- 
tecture from which the best architecture, the 
best expression of the age, has ever to come, 
is a profession which should attract the 
best of the highly educated young men of our 
time, alive to the wants of the age, and appre- 
ciating the combination of art, science and 
business-like qualities which makes our profession 
8o fascinating’and so engrossing. Instead of the 
improvement of the position of the architect 
being a blow to architecture, the converse is the 
case, and it is by improving the position and 
status of the architect that the art of architec- 
ture will get its best exponents, and give to 
those who practise it the position in the world 
the importance of the profession demands. 
Success the world generally measures by the 
amount of money a man makes, That success 
is achieved by few architects, and the profession 
never can be generally attractive on that 
ground. But given the right sort of natural 
abilities, properly trained, and reasonable 
opportunities for work, there is no profession 
in which the interests are more varied and the 
opportunities for usefulness and happiness 
greater than in the life of an architect.” 


[The remainder of this address will be given in 
our next issue. } 


—-—-o—_>- 


INDUSTRIAL 
RECONSTRUCTION. 


WE are glad to give our general support to 
the following scheme which has been suggested 
by a Committee for dealing with Industrial Re- 
construction, or, a8 we should prefer to put it, 
Organization—as the existing machinery wants 
co-ordination and direction. The last thing that 
is wanted is for the State to add to its already 
enormous commitments by attempting to aeal 
with matters which require special and life-long 
knowledge, only possessed by the trades 
themselves. We have omitted the signatories 
to the manifesto :-— 

The signatories to’ the following manifesto 
desire to present the scheme as the practical 
outcome of all the authoritative suggestions that 
have been made during the past three years for 
the organisation of our industries and the 
development of our trade and commerce. The 
system of employers’ and workmen’s organisa- 
tions culminating in an elected industrial 
council outlined in Professor Kirkaldy’s presi- 
dential address to the British Association last 
year, will readily recur to the mind. So laso 
will the joint boards of control of the Garton 
Foundation Memorandum, Sir William MeCor- 
mick’s plea for organisation and co-operation and 
for definite trade association in the matter of 
research, the joint standing industrial councils of 
the Whitley Report, and the practical endea- 
vours in the engineering, building and printing 
trades, to mention only three, to create a 
thoroughly representative and authoritative 
body to speak and act for the whole industry. 
The best and most permanent ideas in all these 
schemes are embodied in the present proposals. 

The first essential in any scheme for the fuller 
development of industry is the co-operation of 
labour, and this manifesto, signed largely by 
manufacturers and officers of employers’ asso- 
ciations, is definitely an olive branch to labour. 
It invites the workers most cordially and whole- 
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heartedly to juin with the managerrent in the 
self-government of industry, and gives them an 
equal status and responsibility on the controlling 
body. It is earnestly hoped that labour will 
recognise this genuine desire for co-operation 
and will consider without prejudice the possibili- 
ties thus opened to them. 

The promoters of this movement attach much 
importance to the support of the trade press. 
Close upon seventy powerful trade and technical 
journals, representing practically every industry 
from confectionery to flying machines, have 
signified their approval of the scheme, and when 
it is remembered that each is in the closest touch 
with its particular manufacturers and traders, 
and has a unique opportunity of testing the 
feeling of the trading community, their influ- 
ence as a whole can hardly be over-estimated. 

The fact that the signatories are men whcse 
names are not usually associated with any 
definite form of public agitation or controversy 
should give this manifesto a wider appeal, and 
it is hoped that its publication will create a 
universal interest in the difficult and complex 
subject of industrial reconstruction, and lead 
to much useful discussion and criticism. 

A meeting will shortly be arranged for the 
further explanation of these proposals, and an 
announcement will be made in due course. In 
the meantime all inquiries on the subject will 
be very gladly dealt with by the Secretary, 
F. W. Galton, Benn Brothers, Ltd., 8, Bouverie 
Street, E.C. 4. 

The following is the manifesto :-— 


To meet the urgent needs of the times, it will 
be necessary to increase considerably our efforts 
to develop our industries on the following 
lines :— 

(1) The mobilisation of each industry for 
common action. 

(2) A greater degree of co-operation between 
manufacturers. 

(3) Co-operation between labour and capital 
and the avoidance of industrial strife. 

(4) A more complete association between 
scientific institutions and traders. 

(5) Education better adapted to our com- 
mercial needs. 

(6) Each industry to be studied as a whole, 
and freed from unnecessary internal competition. 

(7) Every trade to present a united front to 
foreign competition. 

(8) Output regarded as a duty by both 
capital and Jabour. 

(9) Encouragement by the Government of the 
activities of traders, with a minimum of inter- 
ference. 

The necessity for greatly increasing the 
national output is so imperative that the matter 
cannot be left to chance, and the responsibility 
cannot remain with individuals. It thus 
becomes necessary to adopt some national 
scheme which shall ensure the securing of these 
objects. The interests of both capital and 
labour are equally at stake. Although we 
depend upon our industries they have no place 
in the Constitution. There is a national inte- 
rest in trade and industry which is not at 
present recognised. 

It is therefore suggested :— 

(a) That a national organisation, on lines such 
as those sugg-sted by th» Whitley Report, 
should be established, which will retain all the 
sterling qualities of our present individualistic 
system and add to them the necessary ordered 
force to ensure greater activity. - 

(6) That such an organisation will need to 
provide for the representation of all classes of 
persons engaged in a given industry. 

(c) That industry should, therefore, be enfran- 
chised, and every man and woman, employer 
and employed, given a vocational or trade vote 
by means of which this representation would be 
effectively realised. 

(d) That every citizen should have the right 
to register with some approved trad2 association 
or trade union, and thus an industrial or voca- 
tional register properly classified would be 
produced. 

(e) That trade councils should be elected in 
each industry from the trade associations and 
the trade unions. Such councils, elected upon 
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a truly representative basis, would be able to 
speak in the names of the whole of their r into a 
tive industries. 

(f) That all questions as between the Govern. 
ment and a given trade should be delegat «{ to 
the council of that trade, who would haye 
powers to deal with them. 

(g) That questions of output, education 
trade schools, scientific research, export, wa tg 
profits, markets, tariffs, &c., &., should he 
settled in each trade by the council of that trad. 
and national funds spent upon these matters 
dispensed through the trade councils. 

We feel that the time has come when the 
discussion of these matters should take a ypyore 
detailed and practical form, and we ther for 
put forward the following heads as a basis for 
further study. 


Scheme for Industrial Reconstruction. 
(1) Basts. 

A vocational franchise which would make 
possible the organisation of each trade s« parately 
under a trade council composed of capital and 
labour. The decentralisation of a larg: pro- 
portion of national work now attempted by 
Government Departments. 


(2) THe GOVERNMENT. 

A Department should be established to promot: 
or encourage trade. Its first function should be 
to create representative trade councils in every 
trade. It should be assisted by an advisory 
council consisting of the chairmen of all the 
trade councils. It should comprise special 
departments for (a) export and tariffs; (b) 
industrial and scientific research; (c) com- 
mercial education; (d) statistics and finance : 
(e) welfare ; and (f) exhibitions and advertising. 


(3) A Trapina FRANCHISE. 

Every qualified man and woman should have 
the right to register as a voter with some ap- 
proved union or association or chamber of 
trade. 

(4) TrapE Untons anp ASSOCIATIONS. 

Every trade union, association, society or 
chamber should have the right to become an 
approved society for the purpose of keeping a 
register of voters of its trade. These bodies 
would thus become electoral colleges for the 
trade councils. They would maintain their 
existing constitution and carry on their varied 
objects as now. Their freedom of action fer their 
own purposes would not be fettered, but they 
would be used for the purpose of industrial or 
vocational registration. 


(5) Trape CovuncIts. 

A council in each trade should be elected 
triennially, and would consist of three classes 
of members: (a) Members elected by trade 
associations; (6) members elected by trade 
unions ; and (c) aldermen elected by the council 
on the nomination of Government Departments. 


(6) Work. 

A very large proportion of the work now 
badly done by various Government Depart- 
ments could be delegated to these trade councils, 
and would be more effectively performed. Re- 
construction work, which largely depends upon 
industrial prosperity, could be undertaken by 
these councils with a better prospect of su: 
than it would have in any other way. 

Generally, the scheme involves the establish- 


bated 


ment of a complete new system of trade govern: - 


ment comparable to our existing system of |i ul 
government, with a Ministry at the head with 
powers similar to those of the Local Government 
Board, controlling numerous trade councils with 
powers comparable to those of existing county 
councils. It recognises the essential principle 
that industrial interests should be grouped by 
trades and not by localities. 
——__—___0—~<>— o—- — - 
Glasgow School of Art. 

At the annual general meeting of the governor 
of the Glasgow School of Art, Mr. Patrick 5. 
Dunn was re-elected chairman and Sir John J. 
Burnet, R.S.A., Dean of Guild Reid, and Mr. 
John Henderson vice-chairmen. 
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GENERAL NEWS. 


Box Hill. 


It has been decided to erect on Box Hill, one 
of the Surrey beauty spots, a memorial to Mr. 
Leopold Salomons, of Norbury Park, in public 
appreciation of his gift to the nation. 





A Woman Surveyor. 


Miss Righton, of Disley, Cheshire, has been 
appointed acting surveyor to the local rural 
council in place of her brother, Lieutenant 
L. Righton, who is going abroad. 


An Architect's Estate. 


Mr. Ernest Reginald Ridgway, of 11, Lenton- 
road, The Park, Nottingham, architect, who 
died on July 19, left estate of the value of 
£13,129 = 16s. lld., with net pe rsonalt y 
£7,894 12s. 11d. 


The National Federation of House Builders. 


The National Federation of House Builders 
is to hold a general meeting at Sheftield on 
October 31, for the purpose of discussing the 
future of the house building trade and the 
position of private enterprise after the war. 


County Hall Commandeered. 

The Army Council have given notice to the 
London County Council that it intends to take 
possession, under the Defence of the Realm Act, 
of the greater part of the new County Hill, and 
to carry out works to fit the buildings as 
temporary offices for Government staff. 


Kitchener Bust for the War Office. 


At the War Office a few days ago, Mr. Richard 
Belt, sculptor, presented to the Lord Kitchener 
National Memorial Fund Committee a gun- 
metal bust of the late Field-Marshal Earl 
Kitchener which he had recently executed. 
The bust has been placed at the head of the 
grand staircase. 


Artists at the Front. 


According to the London correspondent of 
the Manchester Guardian, Mr. Augustus John 
has been appointed one of the official artists 
with the Canadian forces at the front. Mr. John 
has recently been making a number of war 
drawings in England. Mr. Nevinson and Mr. 
Eric Kennington are at present drawing war 
subjects on the English front. 


The Mayoralty of Wandsworth. 


Many of our readers will be interested to learn 
that Alderman Archibald D. Dawnay, J.P., C.E., 
head of the firm of Messrs. Archibald D. Daw- 
nav & Sons, Ltd.. steel constructional engineers 
ind contractors, Steelworks-road, Battersea, 
S.W., has been offered and has accepted the 
mayoralty of Wandsworth—the largest London 
borough for the tenth succe Ssive ve ar. 


Portrait Drawings. 


Some of Mr. Francis Dodd’s portrait-drawings 
have been reproduced in colours on a large scate 
ind suitably mounted. In this serics are 
F.-M. Sir Douglas Haig, K.T.; Lt.-Gen. the 
Right Hon. Jan C. Smuts, P.C.; Admiral Sir 
John Jellicoe, G.C.B., O.M. ; Admiral Sir 
David Beatty. G.C.B. These re prodactions are 
published for the Government from the offices 
of Country Life, Ltd., London. The price is 


2s. 6d. each. 


London University Intelligence. 

A course of six public lectures on “ Housing 
Problems after the War,” illustrated by lantern 
slides, will be delivered at University College 
by Professor S. D. Adshead, M.A., F.R.1L.B.A., 
on Tuesdays at 5 p.m., beginning on November 
6. The chair will be taken at the first lecture 
by the Right Hon. Christopher Addison, M.P., 
Minister of Reconstruction. Admission to the 


lectures will be by ticket only, to be obtained 
on application (enclosing a stamped addressed 
envelope), addressed to the Secretary, Univers- 
ity College, London (Gower-street, W.C. 1). 
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Birmingham Housing. 

The Birmingham Town Planning Committee 
report that there is a shortage of 10,000 houses 
in the city. They consider that at least 5,000 
houses a year should be built for the next 
twenty years to meet the city’s requirements. 
The normal increase of population requires the 
provision of 2,000 houses each year. The 
Birmingham Labour Committee will recommend 
that the City Council, at its next meeting, 
sanction an increase of 3s. a week in wages of 
the manual employees at an estimated cost of 
£66,580. 

Housing, Newport, Mon. 

The Housing Committee of the Newport 
Corporation recently asked one of its inspectors 
to prepare a statement as to the condition of 
overcrowding in the borough. At a meeting of 
the Town Council, Mr. W. Evans produced the 
report, which he characterised as most scrious. 
Of the 9,048 houses taken, no fewer than 1,607 
were declared to be overcrowded ; whilst only 
5,130 were occupied by one family. This was a 
really serious condition of things, calling for 
strong action to relieve immediately the con- 
gested state of the population. To do that, at 
least 1,000 houses would be needed at once. 
That would be only just sufficient to meet 
actually existing needs. 


A Buried Berwick Bridge. 

At the annual meeting of the Berwickshire 
Naturalists’ Club, Mr. T. B. Short said it 
seemed likely that a fine arched bridge, belonging 
to the thirteenth or the fourteenth ce ntury, 
would be found below the surface outside the 
Cowport Gate in the Berwi k town walls. He 
suggested that a small sum should be set aside 
for excavations. Such a bridge was marked 
in Steele’s map of 1610 as crossing the moat 
there. Later, when tanks were made outside 
the walls for the accumulation of water for 
ice for the fisheries, the shallow arches probably 
became silted up with mud and the bridge was 
buried. It was decided to consider the matter 
of excavation and report to a future meeting 
of the club.—The Times. 


Dundee Housing. 

A meeting of Dundee Housing Committee was 
held recently to consider the questions put by 
the Local Government Board on the matter of 
the housing of the working classes. In a report 
prepared by the Burgh Engineer it was stated 
that there were 897 vacant houses in Dundee and 
there were 593 houses defective or uninhabitable 
whether occupied or not. The number of new 
houses required to provide the accommodation 
necessary for the working classes was 6,000. He 
estimated the three Dundee housing and town 
planring schemes to cost £575,000 and calcu- 
lated a grant in aid at the rate of 50 per cent of 
the cost. It was agreed to advise the Local 
Government Board that private enterprise might 
be stimulated by the abolition of restrictions 
which had fallen on property in recent years 
and by giying landlords security and financial 
facilities. 

Scottish Veterans’ Garden City. 

The first Garden Settlement. which has been 
formed at Longniddry, East Lothian, for the 
purpose of housing our disabled sailors and 
soldiers in the Royal Scots area by the Scottish 
Veterans’ Garden City Association, has been 
opened. In the beginning of 1916 the site was 
fixed upon, and plans were preparcd by Messrs. 
Henry & Maclennan, Edinburgh, for the erection 
of sixty cottage houses, each surrounded by a 
small garden. Twenty cottages have been 
erected, and three of them are eccupicd. More 
would nave been built. but the Association 
were preve nted from going on by th» Govern- 
ment regulation that no fresh buildirgs should 
be erected without the consent of the Ministry 
of Munitiors. The cottages are all self-con- 
tained, with their own ground. The settlement 
is built in the shap> of a crescent, and it is 
proposed to lay out a large portion of the 
ground in front as a recreation ground. 


The Town Planning Institute. 
The following is a list of the ordinary general 
meétings of this Institute for session 1917-18. 
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The meetings are held on Fridays, at 6 p.m. 
1917: October 19, President’s address ; Novem- 
ber 30, “* Draft Act, with respect to Planning 
and Regulating the Use and Development of 
Land for Building Purposes in Cities, Towns and 
tural Municipalities in Canada,” by Mr. 
Themas Adams, F.S.1.; 1918: January 4, 
“ The Regional Survey, preparatory to Town 
Planning,” by Professor H. J. Fleure, D.Se. ; 
February 8, Draft Bill for the Formation of a 
Traffic Board for London and the Home Counties 
with powers inter alia, to fix the location of 
new Arterial Roads; March 22, Reconstruction 
with particular reference to Housing ; April 19, 
** Arterial Roads in the Birmingham Town 
Planning Schemes,” by Mr. H. E. Stilgoe, M.Inst. 
C.E.; May 24, “ The Development of British 
Watering Places after the War,” by Mr. J. W. 
Cockrill, M.Inst.C.E., A.R.1.B.A. 


The Royal Technical College (Glasgow) 
Architectural Craftsmen's Society. 


At a meeting of this Sox iety, held in the 
College on October 12. Mr. Thomas W hyte, 
F.F.S. (President), in the chair, Professor 
Gourlay, B.Se., F.R.1.B.A., delivered a lecture 
on “ The Application of the Orders by the 
Italian Masters.” After referring to the study 
by the Italian Masters of the classic monuments 
in Rome and to their having written books with 
the object of advancing architecture by dis- 
seminating a knowledge of the ordere, the 
lecturer exhibited by slides a series of drawings 
of the Italian Orders with their mouldings and 
enrichments. He then pointed out that the 
orders should not be studied apart from buildings, 
because their application to buildings was a 
fundamental point in the correct estimation of 
their value by students. This he emphasized by 
describing a chronologically arranged set of views 
of buildings erected by the Italian masters in 
Italy. The application of the orders as a means 
of giving variea architectural expression was 
clearly illustrated in the buildings shown, 


Labour Unrest. 


An address on labour unrest was delivered 
on Monday by Mr. Wilfred Hill at a meeting of 
the Birmingham Business Club. 

Mr. Neville Chamberlain, who presided, said 
industriai unrest was nothing new, and he did 
not suppose any body was foolish enough to think 
it was not going to arise again when the pressure 
was removed. We should find ourselves faced 
after the war with many problems which it would 
take all our statesmanship to solve. It was the 
business men, the managers, and the workpeople 
engaged in industry who best knew the diffi- 
culties and the possibilities. Any suggestions 
which they could agree upon among themselves 
were more likely to command aasent and to 
prevent friction than any which might be 
imposed on them from above. He was sanguine 
enough to think that it would be possible to 
compose their differences, and, with the good 
wilt of the best men of all classes, to preserve 
the unity of the nation, which, more than any- 
thing else, had hitherto enabled us to triumph 
over all obstacles. Mr. Wilfred Hill said in his 
address that in the interests of the community 
it was high time that masters and men ceased 
fighting each other and became allies, joining 
their forces to fight the foreign foes of Britain's 
commercial supremacy. Realizing this, the 
Government were not only engaged in an honest 
effort to investigate the causes of labour unrest 
but to facilitate and expedite their removal, 
With this object it had set up a Reconstruction 
Committee, of which he had the privilege and 
responsibility of being a member. That com- 
mittee would make it its business to provide 
opportunities for employers and employed to 
meet and reason together. The proposals of 
the peacemakers, acting on behalf of the Govern- 
ment, were: A workshop committee in every 
factory, a joint industrial council in every 
industrial district, and a national industrial 
council. The triple organization scheme of the 
reconstruction committee provided machinery 
which should make reconciliation possible, and 
all that was needed was the good will of both 
employers and employed. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Charing Cross as it Might Be. 


"‘ X J E reproduce from a water-coiour draw- 

ing by Mr. Edwin T. Hall, F.R.LB.A., 

his sketch design for an Imperial 

bridge and palace at Charing Cross as a peace 

memorial, which is part cf a scheme for a great 
Metropolitan improvement. 

There are three aspects of the case which ars 
in the public interest—namely, (1) the necessity 
for relieving the traffic; (2) the desirability of 
getting an adequate memorial to the peace 
wrought by the Empire; and (3) the great 
opportunity of beautifying London. How these 
three points can be dealt with will be seen on 
the plan. 

(1) From the traffic point of view, there is at 
present no road bridge from the Embankment 
between Westminster Bridge and Blackfriars. 
If such a bridge were made at Charing Cross, not 
only would it be a great convenience to road 
traffic, but it would open up the Surrey side of 
the river for building. The Surrey embankment 
at — constructed in front of the County 
Hall could then be continued to Waterloo Bridge, 
and later on, we hope, to Blackfriars. This 
would be the only bridge between the Tower 
and Lambeth with which the actual Surrey 
riverside could be connected, as all the others are 
at too high a level. It is proposed to make the 
bridge five feet higher than Blackfriars and 
Westminster, and this must be necessarily more 
than adequate for the river traffic. The 
approaches would be by easy gradients. The 
present Embankment wall would not be altered, 
and the existing tram and footways would 
remain on the level, exactly as they are now, 
passing under the bridge approach. 

The congestion in the Strand is notorious, 
and this evil is likely to increase. When Charing 
Cross Station is removed Villiers-street should 
be widened to make it into en avenue of the 
same width as Northumberland-avenue, and 
Charing Cross-road should then be continued 
through to it. All traffic to the new bridge 
from the west would then pass through North- 
umberland-avenue ; from the north through 
Charing Cross-road and Villiers-avenue; and 
from the City through Queen Victoria-street and 
the Embankment. The site of the bridge is 
identical with that of the railway bridge. It is 
square to the river currents. Any other position 
would interfere with the stately symmetry of 
the Embankment design between Westminster 
and Waterloo Bridges. 

The new South-Eastern Imperial Station and 
Hotel are shown to occupy the whole frontage 
between the Imperial Bridge and Waterloo 
Bridge on the Surrey side. The advantage of 
this position is that the new station could be 
completed before any interference takes place 
with the present railway bridge and Charing 
Cross Station. Access to the station, which is 
more than twice the size of Charing Cross, is 
from both the bridges. The prospect from the 
hotel would be superior to that from any other 
hotel in London. 

(2) From the point of view of the Peace 
Memorial, a bridge alone is inadequate except 
as an approach to a building which shall sym- 
bolise the unity of the Empire. It is generally 


conceded that the Overseas Dominions will in 


THE BUILDER. 


future sit in Council”with the Home Govern- 
ment to deal with Imperial questions, and 4 
palace would house the eo Council, would 
accommodate the stafis of the High Commis- 
sioners and of their Indian equivalents, and would 
contain suites of State apartments for the use 
of the Prime Ministers of the Dominions. This 

lace is placed between Northumberland- and 
Viliens-oveneen, in close touch with all the 
Government offices. The Imperial Bridge and 
Palace would thus become part of one archi- 
tectural composition. Between the bridge and 
the palace is a square or “ Grand Place,” about 
three acres in extent, flanked by the gardens of 
the Embankment. On the bridge it is proposed 
that there should be sculptured monuments to 
the Navy, in the Great Square to the Army and 
our Allies, and on the Imperial Palace to the 
triumphs of Peace. The site for this palace is 
unquestionably the finest in London, and it 
would strike a note of Imperialism which would 
appeal to the whole Empire. 

(3) From the point of view of beautifying 
London, we have nothing here on our river 
comparable with the open spaces of Paris, and if 
a scheme somewhat on the lines suggested were 
carried out, one can readily picture the magnifi- 
cence of the vista that would be opened up, 
focusing as it would on this Imperial centre. 

The Imperial-avenue from the Surrey side of 
the bridge follows and absorbs the railway 
viaduct and the adjacent road to Waterloo-road, 
passing the foot of the carriage approach to 
Waterloo Station, and so facilitating traffic 
between it and the West End. 

The cost of the whole scheme would probably 
be equal to about one day’s war expenditure. 
Of this a large part would be recoup: d by the 
site values for building ; all the moncy would be 
spent within the country ; it would give employ- 
ment to thousands of men returned from the 
war; and in the end there would be value to 
show for the expenditure in permanent improve- 
ments of great dignity, beauty and utility. 

[We gave the plan of Mr. Hall’s scheme in our 
issue for January 26 last.—-Ep.] 


We also give this w:ek four measur: d drawings 
of Indian work by Mr. E. C. Henriques. 
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Safety During Air Raids. 


Str,—The organisation of public shelters 
during air-raids is the most important and the 
most complicated task now awaiting solution. 
In ail parts of the Metropolis there are a number 
of buildings of a size and character that render 
them eminently adapted for “ taking cover,” 
but it is fairly obvious that business premises, 
however impregnable, cannot be thrown open 
after business hours without some careful 
system of organisation and control. The Tube 
authorities have dealt admirably with the 
situation, but it must be granted that the pro- 
prietors of private businesses, even during 
business hours, are confronted with a much 
greater difficulty. Even in the case of large 
residential buildings like Rowton Houses, where 
the public have been admitted to the full 
capacity during the recent raids, the problem 
is far from easy, however public-spirited the 
owners may be. 

In fact, the question is only half solved by 
individual owners agreeing to admit all and 
sundry as soon as danger is threatened. The 
need for all buildings that will afferd protection 
being made available will not be contested, but 
if the initiative is to come from the owners, 
jurisdiction should pass for the time being into 
the hands of the public, if not the military, 
authority. Questions of hygiene, security, and 
necessary safeguards for prompt resumption of 
business after the building is cleared are all 
vital factors in the circumstances created by 
a heterogeneous crowd being marshalled together 
for several hours—it may be throughout the 
night—and neither the responsibi'ity nor the 





expense of dealing with these matters should 


devolve on those who thus place their buildings 
at the disposal of the public at a critical time. 


Two Arcnirects. 
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LAW REPORTs. 
The Silvertown Explosion: Considered 
Judgment. 


Builders Unable to Cope with the Work. 

In the Bow County Court, on Monday. his 
Honour Judge Graham, K.C., gave his pong 
sidered judgment in the action “ Volland » 
Isaac,” which was a sequel to the great Silver. 
town explosion, and the opening proceedings of 
which were fully reported in our columns on 
July 27. 

In giving judgment Judge Graham said: 
“The defendant was the weekly tenant of - 
house belonging to the plaintiff, which was 
damaged by the explosion which took place on 
January 19, 1917. The house was Seriously 
damaged, but the defendant continurd ty 
occupy it after the explosion, but paid no rent. 
This action is brought to recover the rent from 
January 22, 1917, down to May 14, 1917, and 
I see no answer to that claim. The counter- 
claim is in respect of two classes of damage, one 
being for damage to property, the other for 
losing and loss of profit on lodgers. Now, with 
respect to the first class, the d-fendant had, on 
March 6, signed a receipt for £13 18s. LId., as 
being ‘the total amount of my loss consequenti al 
or otherwise which has resulted or may result 
directly or indirectly in consequence of the 
damage caused in or upon the premises by the 
penne and I undertake to accr pt the sum in 
full satisfaction and discharge of all claims in 
respect thereof against Brunner, Mond & Co., 
or any other persons or authorities whatsoever.’ 
The damage in res ect of which the defendant 
now makes a claim appears to me to be damage 
which resulted indirectly from the explosion, 
and inasmuch as the above was a complete 
settlement in respect of all damage done to the 
property by the explosion, the defendant is not 
entitled to recover anything under this head. 
It may be that he omitted when making that 
settlement to make all the claims he might have 
made, but he is alone responsible for that 
omission. But this settlement is, I think, 
limited to damage to property and does not 
exclude any claims the defendant may have 
against the landlady for not ke»ping the house in 
a fit state for human habitation. And therefore 
the question is as to how long it was in this 
defective condition. The window glazing had 
all been completed by the end of March, and 
after that had been done there were no doubt 
some further repairs to be done, but I cannot 
say that after that date the house was not 
reasonably fit for human habitation. And | 
assess the damage under the two heads pre- 
viously mentioned at £7. The result is judg- 
ment for the plaintiff on the claim for £9, and 
for the defendant on the counterclaim for £7.” 
The plaintiff would have the costs of the claim, 
and defendant have the costs of his counter- 
claim, both on the scale appropriate to the 


amount recovered. Judgment was entered 
accordingly with coste. 
a ee 
MEETINGS. 


Fripay, October 19. 

Institution of Mechanical Engineers.— 
Meeting (at the Institution of Civil Engineers, 
Great George-street, S.W.) 6 p.m. 

Incorporated Institute of British Decorator 
(1)— Presentation to retiring President, Mr 
J. D. Crace, F.S.A. (2)—Mr. Ivor Beaumont 
on“ Ravenna. Its Architecture and Mosaics. 
8 p.m. 

Town Planning Institute.—General Mecting. 
Paper by the President (Mr. E. R. Abbott), 
entitled “* Suggested Modifications of Town 
Planning Act and Regulations.” 6 p.m. 


General 


_ 
—— 


OBITUARY. 





Staff-Sergeant Marsland and Lieut. J. Marsland. 


We regret to record the death of Fred Mars- 
land, Staff-Sergeant, Royal Engineers, who dK d 
at Salonica of malarial fever on September °°, 
aged 41 years ; and of John Marsland, jun., M.C., 
Lieut., Royal Sussex Regiment, who was killed 
in action in France July 23, aged 21 years. 
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SOME CURIOUS BENCH-ENDS. 


By P. H. Dircnrieip, M.A., F.S.A. 


CCLESIOLOGISTS have often cause to 
wonder at the strange specimens of the 
wood-carver’s art that greet them on 

their visits to obscure country churches. 
The misericords of some of the cathedrals and 
collegiate churches, the beautiful canopy work 
and quaint poppy-heads found in many of our 
larger ecclesiastical buildings, are well known 
and have been often described and illustrated 
but there still remain a very large number 
that have escaped the attention of the wandering 
antiquary and are worthy of record. It is 
the intention of the writer of this article to 
describe some of these lesser-known xamples 
which “ blush unseen,” if a poppy-head can 
be said to be guilty of such a habit, in out- 
landish places. 


Readers of the Builder will not re quire to be 


reminded of the history of “ puying or 
the setting up of “* pewes ” or pews in churches. 
As long ago as July 27, 1847, illustrations were 


given in the pages of this journal of some early 


thirteenth-century seats with bench-ends at 
Aysgarth, in the West Riding of Yorkshire 
But such early examples are rar Most of 
the existing specimens of mediaeval wood- 
work belong to the fifteenth century, when 


prea hing came into more constant vogu and 








the congregation needed sitting accommodation 
For readers learned in ecclesiology, it i " 
unnecessary to explam the meaning of popp 
head or to point out that it has n onnection 
with this flower. The name is, of course, derived 


from puppis, the figurehead of a vessel: and 
is of kin to the French word poupée, a doll—or 
our English puppet. Dr. Cox, in his recent 
work on “ Bench-ends in English Churches,” 
tells of a thirteenth-century artist—Wilars de 
Hencourt who devised some bench finials, and 
calls them poupées, which was transmogrified 
by English scribes into “ poppy-heads.” 
Those who desire to study the whole subject of 
the decoration of the carved terminations of 
seats in churches cannot do better than to refer 





Fig, 1.—Halton-Holgate. 
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to this work and also to “ English Church 
Furniture” by the same writer, in conjunction 
with Dr. Harvey. Mr. Francis Bond has also 
given us in his admirable series of “* Church Art 
in England” several works on wood-carvings in 
the churches, showing the wonderful skill of the 
mediaeva) craftsman as displayed in misericords, 
stalls and tabernacle work, screens and galleries, 
on which he love d to bestow his cart and skill in 
beautifying ecclesiastical buildings. 

VW will first visit the interesting church of 
Halton Holgate, Lincolnshire, that looks across 
the Fen to Boston. It is properly pronounced 
by the natives, Halton Hollygate, i.¢., hollow 
gate or way It is a very handsome building 
with massive well proportions d tower and larg: 
belfry windows, eight three-l 
windows on either side, and a fine north por h 


of Ancaster stone. The rest Is built of the 


ight clerestory 


beautifully tinted local green sand with quoins 
But our principal 
concern 18 with its good old oak popps he aia. 
There seems to have been always at Halton 


of harder Clipsham stone 


a school of carpenter craftsmen, nor has their 


skill died out For a century at least it has 
never been without wood-workers of unusual 
talent, and besides its wealth of ancient carving 


there ar ic large medern examples copied 
from Winthorpe and carved by a Halton car- 
penter Such skill is traditional, just as in 
the present day the Cotsw id masons build a 
did th I I and forctathers Some of th 
older exam] are very quaint We give two 
speci ) is a pair of pelicans ve 

clever , | (Fig. 1 fhe upper part of th 
head c end i arved with some sir | 

desig t ; r part is formed of t 

figul | ie, or back t pach The other 
illustration hows two strongly marked faces 
Fig. 2 here are in all twent eight of thes« 
old bench-ends which were carved in the fifteenth 
century. One shows a pair of « ls There are 
some grot-sques, and one 1s very re markabk 

it is a head formed out of eight monkeys cun 
ningly intermingled. One shows a coat-of-arms 
surmounted by helmet and crest. This was 
doubtless the coat-of-arms of the donor of the 
seats; who frequently thus set his mark upon 


his generous gift. 
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Thus, at Rochdale, there is a fine figure of a 
knight in full armour, holding a shield on which 
his arms are emblazoned, and bearing a banner 
(Fig. 3). I am unaware who is represented by 
this figure. 

Ufford, in Northamptonshire, is an interesting 
church. It has stone seats round the aisle, 
which constituted the most primitive form of 
providing accommodation for sitting. They 
were used by the old and infirm people and gave 
rise to the prove rb: “ Let the weakest go to 
the wall.” The hand of the restorer has been 
busy here, and more than half a centary ago new 
pews were erected ; but happily some of the old 
work was left, and there are some very curious 
poppy: he ads, of which an « xample is shown in 
the illustration (Fig. 4 These consist of 
quaint human faces enveloped in foliage. That 
one shown in the picture is the head of a benign- 
looking gentleman, but there are others with 
features not quite so pleasing. One seems to 
represent a pig with its tongue out, probably 

{ 


depicting the vice of gluttony, and above it is 
another face, but whether it is intended to be 
human or an animal's it is difficult to determine. 
At Workworth in the same county the restorers 
have happi preserved the bench-ends and 
rked them up into modern pews, One of 
them represents two men and a woman kneeling 
before an altar with an open book inscribed 
Sancta Maria, ora pro nobis,” and another 
arving shows the Annunciation; by the side of 
the Archangel there is a large lily-pot, the 
t 1 of th sessed Virgin. 
Nottinghamshire is rich in these quaint works 
of art, and the best examples can be seen at 
Baldertor where there are no less than 45 
} 
} 


venches of fifteenth-century date ; the standards 
ave Perpendicular tracery in three tiers. For 
some reason that is not evident the poppy-heads 
are ornamented with rabbits, having their heads 
downwards. One of these is shown in the illus- 
tration (Fig. 5 In the Builder of 1845, p. 331, 
several views are displayed of these extra- 
ordinary figures. 

Amongst other designs carved on bench-ends 
I may mention the pelican in her piety, a night 
watchman, a ship, windmill, fleur-de-lis, symbols 
of the Evangelists, men killing a dragon, symbols 


a 
A 
ae 


Pi 


Fig. 2.—Halton-Holgate. 
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of the Passion, the Ascension, the two spies with 
the bunch of grapes, the seven dvadly sins, a 
woman kneeling at a prayer-desk, a creature 
that looks like a toad, a fuller at work with the 
implements of his trade, the inevitable history of 
Reynard and his hanging by geese, our Lord 
delivering sou!s from prison, St. Michael slaying 
the dragon and other curious representations. 
One of the most curiously carved figures that 
I have seen is that of a monk holding a rosary 
and sitting beneath the foot of the recumbent 
effigy of Fitzwilliam at Norbury Church, Derby- 
He holds his beads in his left hand, while 
and he is 


shire. 
his right hand supports his cheek, 
evidently praying for the safe passage of Fitz- 
william’s soul. But this is not a bench-end. 
Another very strange carving on a bench-end 
is that of a drunkard who, with eager face and 
greedy mouth is raising a tankard to his lips. 
But he is not hisown tempter. Below him there 
is a little demon who is pushing the tankard 
to his mouth. The expression of eager anticipa- 
tion upon the man’s face is most realistic. 
Osbournby Church, Lincolnshire, contains 
much curious and _ interesting woodwork. 
Indeed, that county is rather famous for its 
carvings. Both the cathedral of Lincoln and 
the church at Boston have a remarkable and 
magnificent series of canopied stalls, and many 
a village church can boast of poss:ssing a wealth 
of old carved woodwork dating back to mediae- 
val times. In the church that I have just 
mentioned the work is said to have been carved 
by the monks of Crowland Abbey, and the 
poppy-heads are most curious. They are very 
quaint and rude. One is a representation of 
Adam and Eve with the Tree of the Knowledge 
of Good and Evil standing between them. 
It is intended to represent them after the Fall. 
On their left is a crouching figure which I cannot 
identify. Perhaps it is meant for Satan. 
There are several other examples in this church, 
e.g., a brace of owls, one on each side of the head, 
a figure with a tub, St. George and the Dragon, 
fox preaching to geese,—a satire, of course, on 
the friars. The mediaeval clergy were often 
ordered by the bishop to preach sermons ; but 
they were not very fond of obeying the injunc- 
tion, and rather scoffed at the friars who made 
preaching the principal part of their ministry. 


THE:. BUILDER. 


All these figures at Osbournby belong to the 
Perpendicular period, and were carved about the 
year 1500 a.p. 

In some church, the name of which I have 
forgotten, appears a strange re presentation for 
a bench-end of the Tree of Jesse. This subject 
is, of course, not uncommon in windows. There 
is a remarkable one at Dorchester, Oxon. ; but 
I only know of one example on a bench-end. 
Jesse is represented reposing on his side, and 
several figures of kings holding sceptres are 
In front, as an 
of a pilgrim 


arranged in rows above him. 
elbow-rest, is the seated figure 
holding his staff. 
Tideswell Church, Derbyshire, is a noble 
edifice, one of the finest in the Peak district. 
It had, and I trust still has, very fine 
stalls in the chancel. They are adorned with 
large figures of saints. One of them is evidently 
St. John the Baptist preaching in the wilderness, 
and by his side is the symbol of the other St. 
John, an eagle. Another shows a saint holding 
in one hand a staff with a curious head, and in 
the other something which I believe to be a 
fleece. Possibly the figure is intended to repres- 
ent St. Blaise, the patron-saint of wool-combers 
and other woolmen who abounded in that 
district. The carving is very vigorous and the 
pose and expressions of the figures admirable. 


Some 


In Bury Church, Lancashire, which we have 
already visited, there is a large figure of a man 
with flowing robes and a long beard, carved as 
an elbow rest. In the same church there is a 
very realistic lion that serves the same purpose. 
He looks very fierce and determined, and may 
be intended for a representation of the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah, or perhaps for some heraldic 
device. It can hardly be meant to be the 
British lion, as some have imagined. 

The county of Northampton can boast of 
many architectural triumphs. It lies in the 
corner of the great bed of oolite limestone w“ hic h 
makes such admirable material for building. 
The people also vied with each other in making 
their churches beautifuldby interior decoration. 
I have already remarked on one of the series of 
carvings to be found in the county. Higham 
Ferrers has a noble set of stalls surrounded by 
screens and canopied work. They belong to the 
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Fig. 5.—Balderton, Notts. 


early years of the fifteenth century. Mr. Walker 
of Louth, to whom I am indebted for the photo- 
graphs shown in this article, has sent me a view 
of one of the series of elbow-rests, which shows 
a figure of a bird with a great head in the corner 
of one of the stalls. The head of Ar hbishop 
Chichele appears on another stall, and opposit 
his arms and those of the See of Canterbury 

The study of bench-ends and poppy-heads 
repays careful observation. It is important 
that when found they should be noted, and, if 
possible, photographed. We never know when 
the ignorance or folly of incumbents and 
churchwardens may doom to destruction some 
of these curious relics of Gothic art, and it is 
advisable that they should be preserved, 
guarded, examined and noted, lest some day 
they shoud disappear. 





Fig. 3.—Rochda'e. 


Fig. 4.—Uf ford, Northants. 
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THE BUILDING TRADE. 


THOSE BUILDING BY- LAWS. 


We have received the following communica- 
tion from Mr. M. H. Baillie-Scott, in reply to 
a letter from Mr. C. Chambers Smith which 
appeared in our last issue : 

As one who has been engaged for a quarter-of- 
a-century and more in the building of houses 
and cottages in all parts of the country, may I 
be allowed to support Mr. Voysey in his criticism 
of the builaing by-laws? It seems to me that 
architects like Mr. Voysey and mys lf and 
others of like experience are surely mor 
entitled to speak with authority on this subject 
than those who cannot be expected to have any 
real knowledge of building. This is, perhaps, 
the only excuse that can be offered for Mr. 
Chambers Smith's letter. He cannct be 
expected to know what he is writing about, and 
blunders as badly as, no doubt, Mr. Voysey ot 
myself would do if we ventured to write with 
authority, say, on “ the regulations for the 
manufacture of steam turbines.” 

When Mr. Voysey refers to the disastrous 
effect on cottage building of the regulations 
with regard to the height of ceilings, he will 
probably be amused to be told that “ mature 
reflection ” will show him such statements are 
foolish. 

We architects who have been forced by bitter 
experience to reflect on these matters for many 
years find ourselves in the unfortunate position 
of the toad beneath the harrow : 


“The toad beneath the harrow knows 
Exactly where each tooth-point goes. 
The butterfly beside the road 
Preaches contentment to that toad.’ 

On “ mature reflection,” says the butterfly, 

you will realise your complaints are foolish. 

Now, neither Mr. Voysey nor myse!f complain 
about the by-laws for the fun of the thing. 
We want to build well and we want others to 
build well, and would gladly welcome any laws 
which would help us to do 80, but we find many 
of the building by-laws encourage bad building 
and hamper the efforts of good builders. My 
present aim is not so much te refute Mr. 
Chambers Smith, as to convince him and others 
who support the by-laws, if any such there be, 
that they would do better to leave this matter 
in the hands of those who understand it. I 
cannot refrain, however, from mentioning one 
paragraph in his letter in which a “ discerning 
public’ is invited to conclude that bad laws 
are better than no laws. May I venture to 
commend this statement to his “ mature 
reflection ” ?—Inasmuch as the building by-laws 
approve and encourage the criminal, while 
they harass and annoy honest men, I think 
we are better withcut them. No laws can 
produce good building any more than they 
can produce good work in any art. I now 
propose to show in what respects the building 
by-laws approve and encourage bad building. 
The particular laws which do so are those 
concerned with fixing the minimum height of 
ceilings and glass area of windows, and those 
which forbid the overhanging of upper stories. 
There are other lesser matters, which I omit for 
the sake of brevity. 

The height of ceilings. In this matter as well 
as in the rule for glass area, the by-'awyer, in 
fixing a minimum only, suggests that the higher 
the ceiling and the larger the window the better 
the building, in which he approves and so tends 
to perpetuate a popular superstition which 
has survived to us as part of the hopelessly 
irrational code of building of Victorian days. 

Now, if Mr. Chambers Smith will allow me 
to make him the subject of an experiment in 
the cause of science and enclose him in an air- 
tight box, I do not think he will care much 
what the proportions of the box are and whether 
the spare space is disposed vertically or hori- 
zontally. He will probably be in favour of the 
latter, for the sake of freedom of movement. 
The vital matter for him, as Mr. Voysey suggests 


in his foolish way, is ventilation and not the 
proportions of the box. Well, a room is a box 
which no by-law requires you to ventilate. 
The by-laws would allow Mr. Chambers Smith 
to expire, and they only insist vou must waste 
space overhead which is had!ly needed for 
elbow room. Take, as an example, a case in 
which we have, say, £25 to spend, and we can buy 
1.000 cubic feet of space in a room for that sum 
Suppose that we elect to have a room 10 feet 
10 feet long and 10 feet high, for our 
money. This does not give much elbow room 
for a cottage family, and unless some of the 
smaller children are hung in bags from the ceiling 
or trained to fly round in circles like bats, the 
upper part of the room is wasted, while the lower 
part is overcrowded. Such a room, however, 
would be fully approved by the by-laws But 
suppose builder tries to arrange 
the 1,000 cubic feet of space to the best advan- 
tage for the cottager and gives him a room 
12 feet wide, 14feet long and 6 feet hich. 
It is the same cubic capacity disposed to give 
the greatest possible useful space. The 
room is no more hygienic than the other. 
That is a matter of ventilation, as Mr. Chambers, 
after his experience in the box, will be the first 
to admit. For the foul air produced will not 
obeyingly stay in the upper part only. But the 
by-laws will not have it, and insist on crowding 
the family into a limited floor space. And 
more than that. The low ceiling means a small 
staircase. A little flight of ten 
saves labour and gives still more floor space for 
the room where every foot is valuable. There 
is no practical reason why ceilings in cottages 
and small houses should be any higher than is 
required for head-room; and where 
limited, as it is in such dwellings, it 
wise to buy with our money all the floor space 
we can and not waste it in following a foolish 
superstition. In this old country house of 
mine, there is not a ceiling more than 7 feet 6 in. 
high and seme are lower than that. And 
yet, not even the by-lawyer would be stupid 
enough to say the rooms are unhygienic. Last 
week I stayed in an old sensibly built Sussex 
cottage with 6 ft. 6 in. ceilings. The rooms were 


wide, 


some sensible 


one 


steps or 80 


cost 18 


is surely 


both hygienic and beautiful. Afterwards 
I went on to a modern villa with lofty ceilings, 
large windows, and all the other follies the 
by-laws permit and encourage. The whole 


establishment appeared as insane as the ridi- 
culous name on the gate. And I thought with 
regret of the old cottage modest, practi al 
and sane—and wished the by-laws would altow 
me to build just like that. For old building 
appeals to me, not because it is picturesque or 
artistic, but because of its refreshing atmosphere 
of sanitv and common-sense, while in the modern 
by-law-approved villa one is met at every turn 
by evidences of stupidity and folly. Before 
leaving the subject of ceiling height, I must 
refer te another advantage of the low ceiling. 
It is that, way, with 
exposed joists and beams, it comes into use 
in the cottage room—a piece of board nailed 
across the joists or from beam to beam makes 
a book-shelf, which leaves the floor free. My 
own opinion is that a reasonable height for a 


when made in the old 


iling is anvthing between 6 ft. 6 in. 
Anything more than that is 


cottage 
and 7 ft. 
wasted space. 

May I suggest that the by-lawver would do 
well to seek some other field for his work in this 


6 In. 


‘matter and treave the architect and the house- 


holder alone for a time. Let him insist that 
all railway carriages should have 9 feet ceilings, 
or all taxis and the cabins of ships. In the 
matter of glass area for windows, the usual 
by-law is that the glass area should not be less 
than one-tenth of the floor area. Observe the 
italics and the suggestion conveyed by no 
maximum restriction that the larger the window 
the better—a suggestion fully appreciated by the 
jerry builder. Now take the case of a cottage 
in a stone district, where it is possible to enjoy 


the advantage of walls two feet thick. This 
thick wall helps to protect the rooms from 
external extremes of temperature. They are 
easier to heat and easier to keep cool. - But 
this advantag® is necessarily counteracted by 
the glass area of the windows. We ars obliged 
to knock holes in our proter ting walls for light. 
Is it not obvious that this glass area should not 
be one inch more than is required for adequate 
light? Needless to say, the by-laws allow the 
builder to make his walls all window if he likea, 
and the jerry builder—thus encouraged and 
knowing that glass is much cheaper than walling 

takes full advantage of his freedom. After. 
wards comes the tenant and covers up the glass 
with curtains and Venetian blinds, and puts a 
handsome pot with a foolish plant in it in the 
window. You will see rows and rows of such 
windows all approved by the by-laws. It would 
be hard to find a more pitiable spectacle of 
human folly. 

There is a right size for a window. which 
should not be exceeded. If it is well placed and 
supplied with good reflecting surfaces a window 
may be quite small if unobscured with curtains. 
The one redeeming feature about the by-lawyer 
is that he is not only an ass but a clumsy asa. 
His purposes are usually defeated by tenants. 
He can’t make them do the really essential things. 
No one is obliged to open a window, and no one 
prevented from shrouding it in curtains. He 
may exactly define the proper hygienic conditions 
for my bedroom, but cannot prevent me sleep- 
ing in the coal cellar if I have a mind, and to 
conform to his silly la w about glass area I have 
merely to reduce my floor area by fixing ten- 
porarily a large cupboard in my room. 

The by-law which forbids the overhanging of 
stories often leads to a situation which well 
illustrates the farcical character of these enact- 
ments. Supposing I want to have an over- 
hanging upper story of timber framing hung 
with tiles. If I make it vertical it is a wall, 
and, a8 such, illegal; but if I slope it slightly 
inwards and so ex pore it more to the weather, 
it must be allowed because it is then part of the 
roof. The overhanging of stories is one of 
those sensible and practical customs which the 
by-lawer lives to frustrate. It would be possible 
to fill a volume to illustrate the congested 
absurdities of the by-laws. If space permitted 
[ should like to speak of my own adventures with 
surveyors and all the little village Dogberrys who 
mouth and strut and air their brief authority. 
I could de vote a special chapte r to the proper 
treatment of the too insistent surveyor and how 
his curiosity may be curtailed by half bricks 
judiciously dropped. Let the modern utili- 
tarian kindly observe [ have made no mention 
of art or beauty in my arguments. I have met 
and I hope defeated him on his own ground. 

There is another aspect of the matter that he 
has not the wit to understand. He cares nothing 
for the beauty of the view, nor does he realise 
how his by-laws support and encourage its des- 
truction by the erection of hideous cottages 
which are so ugly chiefly because they reflect his 
own stupidity. 


M. H. Bareuse Scort, 


———- +> 


The Housing Question, Glasgow. 


The Houring Committee of Glasgow Corpora- 
tion met recently and adjusted answers to the 
questions contained in the circular of the Local 
Gevernment Board as to housing accommodation 
after the war. Various reports as to the 
matter contained in the questions had been 
prepared and the answers were framed from 
these reports. Regarding houses of four 
apartments and under, it was stated that these 
numbered 213,863, of which only 2,071 were 
vacant. Overcrowded or sub-let houses num- 
bered 2,555; uninhabitable houses, 5,000; and 
defective houses, but remediable, 5,000. The 
additional houses required were 46,709, with at 
least 5,000 additional in each succeeding year. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE. 
THE foliowing are the present rates of wages in the Building Trade in the principal towns of England and 
re. It — be understood that, while every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, we cannot be responsi vie 
or errors that may occur :— 
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Competitions, Contracts, &c, 


For some contracts still open, but not included 
in this List, see previous issues. Those with 
an asterisk (*) are advertised in this number. 
Contracts, iv; Tenders, xviii ; Public Appoint 
ments, —- ; Auction Sales, xviii . Certain con- 
ditions beyond those given in the following 
information are imposed in some cases, such as 
that advertisers do not bind themselves to accept 
the lowest or any tender ; that a fair wages clause 
shall be observed; that no allowance will be 
made for tenders ; and that deposits are returned 
on receipt of a bona-fide tender unless stated to 
the contrary. 

*,*It must be understood that the following 
paragraphs are printed as news, and not as 
advertisements ; and that while every endeavour 
is made to ensure accuracy, we cannot be 
responsible for errors that may occur. 


BUILDING AND PAINTING. 

OcTOBER 22.—Leeds.— REPamrs.—Leeds E.C. invites 
tenders for the repairs to buildings and furniture for 
the ensuing twelve months, in the following trades 
Bricklayer and mason, concretor, carpenter and joiner, 
plumber, slater, plasterer, smith and founder, heating 
engineer, painter. List of schools and forms, &c., of 
the Architect's Section, Education Offices, Leeds 

OCTOBER 29.—Southend-on-Sea.—CLEANING AND 
PAINTING.—The Corporation invite tenders for the 
exterior cleaning and painting of the Central Police 
Station and the Westcliff Poliee Station. Specitica 
tions, &c., of Mr. Ernest J. Elford, M.Inst.C.E., 
Borough Engineer and Surveyor, Deposit £1 1s 

NOVEMBER 1.—Kilmallock.—ADDITIONS.—For the 
erection of additions to the Kilmallock People’s Hall 

ians, &c., by Mr. P. J. Ryan, C.E., Kilmallock. 

No Date.—Swansea Valley.—MeEss Room.—The 
Gyrnos Tinplate Co., Ltd., Lower Cwmtwrch, Swansea 
Valley, invite tenders for the erection and furnishing of 
&@ mess rcom at their works. ‘Plan, &c., can be inspected 
at the works. 


FURNITURE, MATERIALS, etc. 
OCTOBER 24.—London.—BUILDER’S IRONMONGERY 
—Supply to the Commissioners of His Majesty's Works, 
&c., of builder's ironmongery (during a period of six 
months from November 1, 1917). Forms of the 
Controller of Supplies, H.M. Office of Works, &c., King 
Charies-street, Westminster, London, 8.W. 1. a 


ENGINEERING, IRON ,AND STEEL. 

%* OCTOBER 29.—Preston.—The Minister of Munitions 
is prepared to receive tenders for purchase of machinery 
Full information can be obtained from Messrs. Hind 
& Lund, Ltd., Atias Works, Preston. Tenders to be 
addressed to the Deputy Chief Engineer, H.M. Office of 
Works, Storey’s Gate, Westminster, S.W. 1 

OCTOBER 31.—London.— STEAM BOILING Pans, &¢.— 
The Metropolitan Asylums Board invite tenders for 
providing and fixing four new steam boiling pans and 
three new steam ovens at the Western Fever Hospital, 
Seagrave-road, Fulham, 8.W. 6. Drawings, &c., by 
Mr. T. Cooper, M.Inst.C.E., M.I.Mech.E., Acting 
Engineer-in Chief at the office of the Board, Embank 
ment, E.C. Deposit £1. 


ROAD, SANITARY, AND WATER 
WORKS. 


¥ OcTOBER 24.—Ticehurst.—STEAM ROAD ROLLING.— 
The R.D.C. invite tenders for steam rolling im their 
district as from the last week in November next 
Forms of Mr. Daniel Baldwin, Surveyor, Sparrows 
Green, Wadhurst. 


Huction Sales. 


x OCTOBER 24.—London.—Mr. Frank G. Bowen will 
sell on the premises, 6, Westmoreland-buildings, 
Aldersgate-street, E.C.1, the valuable stock of a 
tarpaulin, tent and sunblind maker. Catalogues may 
be had of Messrs. Robins, Davies & Little, 44, Gresham- 
street, Guildhall, E.C. 2, and of the auctioneer, 624, 
Aldersgate-street, E.C. 1, 


Sales by Tender. 


* No Date,—Chatham.—A Loco travelling Crane 
will be sold by tender. For orders to view apply 
to Messrs. Fuller, Horsey & Co., 133, High Holborn, 
W.C. 1. 


ee 
The Building Trades Central Advisory Committee. 
The Building Trades Central Advisory 
Committee (Operatives), which advises and 
assists the Ministry of Labour on matters 
affecting workpeople in that industry which 
arise in the administration of the Employment 
Exchanges, held their seventh meeting recently 
The Committee considered, among other sub- 
jects: (1) The Central London Building Trades 
Exchange; and (2) the relations between the 
National Service Department and the Employ- 
ment Department, and the machinery which it 
is now proposed to set up to secure the most 
economical use of the national labour supply. 
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We Specialise in 


STORAGE 
AND FACTORY 
BUILDINGS, 
CONCRETE PILES 
& FOUNDATIONS 
HARBOUR & RIVER WORK, 
WATER TANKS & COOLING 
TOWERS, 
BRIDGES AND SUBWAYS, 


Schemes and Estimates 
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Factory Building under erection, with 75 ft. spanned covered bridge-way. 









































Free on Application, Architect ; P, M. FRASER, ESQ., F.R 1.B.A,, London, 
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YOUNG & MARTEN’S 


NO. 2 SERIES OF 


7, Supremus Specialities 
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Cooking Range. 7 Domestic Boiler. 


SELF-SETTING BURNS 
AND REFUSE 
COMPACT x 

Gives liberal 

5 supply of 
STOCKED IN _ bi — 
ALL WIDTHS CULINARY 
24 to 42 ins. and HEATING 
. PURPOSES 





ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE, 750 pages—FREE to applicants specifying their requirements to 


YOUNG & MARTEN, LTD. 
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REINFORCED CONCRETE 


A New Wall 


A new system of reinforced concrete walls has recently been patented by us, the 
chief features of which are as follows :— 


(1) The displacement of the reinforcing (3) The wall is rendered both sides. 
rods is impossible. 
(4) The wall is weatherproof and water- 


(2) The utmost efficiency is derived proof (see smaller illustration). 
from the steel in tension and the 
concrete in compression. (5) No centering is necessary. 


(6) The saving of space is considerable. 





Full particulars of this system, which 1s 
of the greatest interest to all Architects, 
Builders, etc., will be sent on applica- 
tion to 








D. G. SOMERVILLE & CO., LTD. 


120-122, Victoria Street, 
Westminster, London, S.W. 1. 
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PROPOSED NEW BUILDINGS 
AND OTHER WORKS.* 


In these lists care is taken to ensure the 
accuracy of the information given, but it may 
occasionally ae that, owing to building 
owners taking the responsibility of commencing 
work before plans are finally approved by the 
local authorities, ‘ proposed’’ works, at the 
time of publication, have been actually com- 
menced. Abbreviations:—T.C. for ~ Town 
Council; U.D.C. for Urban District Council - 
R.D.C. for Rural District Council; E.C. for 
Education Committee; L.G.B. for Local 
Government Board; B.G. for Board of 
Guardians ; L.C.C. for London County Council ; 
ao -"y Borough Council ; and P.C. ier Parish 
Jounci 


ARBROATH.—Arbroath T.C. has decided to inform 
the L.G.B., regarding the provision of houses for 
the working classes after the war, that, in their opinion, 
300 additional houses were required to provide necessary 
accommodation for persons of the working class ; and 
that they were prepared to consider a scheme for the 
erection of these additional houses after the assistance 
to be given by the Government was declared 

AYLESBURY.—Plans passed: Workshop, Temple- 
street, for Messrs. Izzard & Co. Replying to a letter 
from the L.G.B., the Housing Committee state that 
190 houses are required in the borough at the present 
time and 150 at the termination of the war. 

BARNES.—Plah passed: Stables, Charles-atreet, for 
Mr. F. B. Elmer. The Housing Committee has informed 
the L.G.B. that, assuming the Government provide 
satisfactory financial facilities, the Council is prepared 
to proceed with the erection of 27 houses on the Garden 
Cottage Site, Lower Richmond-road, Mortlake 

BEDWELLTY.—At a recent meeting of the Bedwellty 
U.C., a special committee which had met to deal with 
housing schemes after the war feported that the 
Council proposed erecting 1,000 houses in their area, 
and that other companies contemplated erecting 600 
additional houses. 

BrVERLEY.—At a recent meeting of the Beverley 
T.C., the Property Committee reported that an applica- 
tion had been made by the Premier Cooler Engineering 
Co., Ltd., for a site for small engineering works in 
Beverley, It was also stated that a local engineering 
firm had applied for some land to extend their works 
in the Grovehill district, and the necessary arrange- 
ments had been made. 

CARLISLE.—The housing proposals of the Carlisle 
Health Committee, which provide for the ultimate 
erection of over 2,000 working-class dwellings, have 
been adopted by the City Council. 

CLARE.—The R.D.C. has agreed to inform the 
L.G.B. that 60 houses would be needed, subject to 
labour conditions, after the war 

Cosrorp.—In a return under the housing of the 
working classes, the Cosford R.D.C. considered that 
31 new cottages would be required in the district, viz., 
at. Whatfield. six; Naughton, four; Kettlebaston, 
nine; Brent Eleigh, four; Kersey, four; and Wattis- 
ham, four. 

DoODWORTH.—The Dodworth U.C. propose to build 
ne - eeeeaiaanaaie dwellings, and the scheme is now in 
anc 

FEATHERSTONE.—The Featherstone U.D.C, have 
decided to build 300 more houses. 

FiLiInt.—The Flint Council has resolved to apply to 
the L.G.B. for permission to erect 250 houses for the 
working classes. The scheme will be under the 
Government's new proposals as to assistance in 
financing. 

FROME.—Frome U.C. has expressed its willingness 
to promote a scheme for the erection of 100 houses 
at the close of the war 

HACKNEY.—Plans before the B.C. :—Additions, &c., 
49, Clapton Common, for Holsworth & Huckett ; 
sanitary works, 24, De Beauvoir-square, for B. W. 
Brooks ; sanitary works at workshop premises, 74-76, 
De Reauvoir-crescent, for F. G. Robinson ; storeroom 
at the London India Rubber Works, Chapman-road, 
Hackney Wick, for P. G. Ashton; sanitary works at 
Temple Works, Brett-passage, Brett-road, for M. W. 
Matts; structural alterations at 36, Church-road, De 
Beauvoir Town, for the conversion of existing dwelling- 
house into residential flats, and works of drainage in 
connection therewith, for R. Mansi. 

HORBURY.—Subject to satisfactory terms being 
arranged with the owner of certain land and the 
receipt of financial aid from the Government, the U.D.C. 
has provisionally decided to acquire land and prepare 
a@ scheme for the erection of from 150 to 200 houses 
in Horbury at the close of the war 

Hove.—The Sanitary Committee have prepared a 
report with reference to the circular letter from the 
L.G.B. relating to the provision of houses for the work- 
ing classes after the war, and they recommend that 
the Council should express their willingness to prepare 
a scheme for submission to the Board, comprising the 
erection of 100 houses, on the understanding that 
satisfactory financial assistance will be afforded by 
the Government. 

Hype.—Hyde T.C. has confirmed a_ resolution 
passed by the Housing and Town Planning Committee 
in favour of the Corporation preparing a scheme for 
the erection of 200 houses in the borough immediately 
after the war, providing the Government will afford 
certain financial assistance. 

MALLING.—The Medical Officer of Health has 
reported that the number of new houses which should 
be erected in the Council's district after the war was 
as follows: Addington, 10; Allington, 10; Aylesford, 
12; Birling, 6; Burham, 10; Ditton, 2; Ightham, 20; 


* See also our list of Competitions, Contracts, &c., 
om p. 234. 
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Leybourne, 5; East Malling, 18: West Malling, 38 ; 
Mereworth, 11; Offham, 8; Kast Peckham, 30; 
West Peckham, 10; Ryarsh, 9; Shipbourne, 3; 
Snodland, 3; Stansted, 6; Trotterscliffe, 7; Watering- 
bury, 20; and Wouldham, 6. Total, 234. The Council 
has resolved in due course to prepare a housing scheme 
to be carried through after the war, on the assumption 
that the Government would afford the Council financial 
facilities 

MITCHAM.—Plans of addition to the Eagle Leather 
Works have been passed by Mitcham U.C. 

MONMOUTHSHIRE. — The Monmouthshire Public 
Health and Housing Committee have prepared a report 
for submission to the L.G.B. in which they state that 
12,000 houses are required, and ask the Government to 
provide facitities for the immediate erection of 5,000 
houses 

MossLEY.—The Mossley T.C. have submitted to the 
L.G.B. a scheme for the erection of 200 working-class 
houses 

NEWMARKET.—The U_.D.C. has approved plans, sub- 
mitted by Mr. James Wheeler, for additions to his 
premises on Exning-road 

NUNEATON.—The T.C. has decided to make applica- 
tion to the L.G_B. to raise a loan of £10,200 for the 
erection of the 40 houses proposed in Bath-road, and 
that the Surveyor should prepare plans for the housing 
scheme at Stockingford. 

PORT-GLASGOW.—The members of the Birkmyre and 
Lithgow families have intimated contributions cf 
£5,500 for the erection of halls and to acquire a manse 
for the minister of Clune Park U.F. Church, Port 
(Glasgow 

RiccatL.—The Riceall R.D.C. has considered the 
return to be forwarded to the L.G_B. as to the number 
of new houses required in their district at the conclusion 
of the war. and has resolved that the houses required 
will be: Riceall, 12; Cliffe, 12; Skipwith, 4; and 
North Duffield, 6 

SEDGEFIELD.—The R.D.C. has approved a plan for 
a new vestry at the United Methodist Church, West 
Cornforth 

SHEFFIELD.—Plans passed :—Additions and altera- 
tions, Staniforth-road, for Messrs. Cravens, Ltd. ; 
sanitary accommodation, Brittain-street, for Messrs 
W.H. Jubb & Co. ; alterations, 50 and 52, South-street- 
moor, for Messrs. Roberts Bros. ; loco. and transformer 
houses, Liverpool-road, for Messrs. Hadfields, Ltd 
machine shop additions, Liverpool-road, for Messrs. 
Hadfields, I.41d.; office addition, Effingham-road, for 
Messrs. J. Beardshaw & Sons, Ltd.; additions and 
alterations, Lancaster-street. for Messrs. Sellars & Co., 
Ltd.; workshop addition, Bernard-road, for Messrs 
J. & P. Hill; additions, Archer-road, for Messrs. W. 
S. Laycock, Ltd. ; motor house, Clifford-road, for Mr 
Vernon Burgess ; mess room, Sheffield-road, for Messrs 
Steel, Peech & Tozer, Ltd. ; weigh house, Sheffield-road, 
for Messrs. Steel, Peech & Tozer, Ltd.; alterations, 
Bailey-lane, for Messrs. J. & Riley Carr; cloak room 
addition, Penistone-road, for Messrs. D. Doncaster & 
Sons, Ltd. ; motor house, Norwood-road, for Mr. J. W. 
Robinson ; house, Kelham Island, for Sheffield Forge 
and Rolling Mills Co., Ltd. ; canteen, Little London- 
road, for Messrs. Jos. Evans & Sons, Ltd. ; works and 
offices, Midhill-road, for Messrs. T. Wilkinson & Sons ; 
additions and alterations, Talbot Inn, Talbot-road and 
Duke-street, for Messrs. D. Gilmour & Co. Ltd. ; 
additions, Attercliffe-road, for Messrs. T. Andrews & 
Co., Ltd. ; motor garage, Endcliffe-grove-avenue, for Mr, 
Swift Levick; additions, Old Hall-road, for Messrs. 
Brown, Bayley’s Steel Works, Ltd. ; office additions, 
Savile-street Fast and Sutherland-street, for Messrs 
Cammell, Laird & Co., Ltd. ; additions, Earl-street, for 
Messrs. Fenton Bros. ; additions, Effingham-road, for 
Messrs. G. Cooper & Sons, Ltd. ; motor garage, Dara- 
street, for Mr. Arthur Watson ; roll lathe shop additions, 
Milner-road, for Measrs. Brown, Bayley'’s Steel Works, 
Ltd.; motor garage, Weedon-street, for Mesars. 
Firth & Sons, Ltd.; alterations, Sheffield-road, for 
British Abrasive Wheel Co., Ltd.; additions, 107, 
Cundy-street, for Mr. Leonard Hall; motor garage, 
Tinsley Park-road, for Messrs. Nicholson & Fieldsend ; 
machine shop extension, Ouseburn-road, for Mesers. 
C. & J. Hampton, Ltd. ; sanitary work, Ouse-road, for 
Messrs. C. & J. Hampton, Ltd. ; steel warehouse, Well- 
meadow-street, for Mesars. J. Peace & Sons ; additions 
and alterations, New Inn, Duke-street and Bernard- 
street, for Messrs. Duncan Gilmour & Co, Ltd. ; 
additions and alterations, Weedon-street, for Messrs. 
Thos. Firth & Sons, Ltd.; stabling, Brightside-lane, 
for Mr. H. Atkinson ; petrol store, Century-street, for 
Messrs. E. Dubied & Co. ; house and shed, Brightside- 
lane, for Messrs. Coupe Bros., Ltd.; pump house, 
Carlisle-street East, for Messrs. Cammell, Laird & Co., 
Ltd. ; workshop additions, Mowbray-street, for Messrs 
J. Clarke & Sons, Ltd. ; additions, Stevenson-road, for 
Messrs. Marple & Gillott, Ltd. ; additions, Norfolk Arms 
Inn, Granville-street and Bungay-street, for Messrs 
T. Rawson & Co., Ltd. ; additions, Leveson-street, for 
the Tempered Spring Co. ; alterations, Hoyle-street, for 
H.M. Board of Control ; additions, Commonside Hos- 
pital, Moor-end-road, for Sheffield Corporation 
Hospitals Committee ; workshop addition, Penistone- 
road, for The Apex Steel Co., Ltd. ; alterations, Oak- 
brook and Westwood-roads, for Mr. W. H. Torr, 

SPIREHAMPTON.—The Sanitary Committee has 
approved the Government housing scheme for Shire- 
hampton, which provides for the erection of 72 pariour- 
type houses and 78 living-room and scullery-type of 
houses. 

SHREWSBURY.—The T.C. has resaived to apply to 
the L.G.B. for permission to build 400 houses 

SwaNnska.—Plan approved :—Additions to premises, 
Oxford-street, for Measrs. Webber & Son, Ltd. 

Tuirsk.—A sketch plan of land required for ad- 
ditional office accommodation and a new Board Room, 
&c., prepared by Mr. T. Stokes (Architect), has been 
submitted to the B.G. The plan was referred to a 
special committee for consideration. 

THORNABY.—Thornaby T.C. Plans and Works 
Committee has decided that the L.G.B. be informed 
that, in the opinion of the Council, 200 new houses 
were necessary now, and that a further 400 should be 
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built at the close of the war to provide accommodation 
for the working classes in the borough. 

WANDSWORTH.—Works approved by the B.C. :— 
Addition to drains at Beauport, West Hill-road, South- 
field, for Mr. F. Green ; addition to drains at 20, Fair- 
field-street, Fairfield, for Mr. F. Frost; redrainage of 
63, West-hill, Southfield, for Messrs. Chesterton & Sons; 
erection of sanitary accommodation on land adjoining 
58, Warple-way, Fairfield, for Mr. H. O. Carr (on f 
of the Wandsworth, Wimbledon and Epsom District 
Gas Co.) ; partial redrainage of Torwood, Princes-road, 
Southfield, for Mesars. W. Wagstaff & Sons ; erection 
of open storage shed at Council's Refuse Destructor, 
Alston-road, Tooting, for Mr. F. G. Moore (on behalf of 
Morgan L. Jones, Ltd.) : erection of boiler house at the 
Company's Oil Depot, Point Pleasant, Southfield, for 
Mr. A. McDougall (on behalf of the British Petroleum 
Co., Ltd.) ; erection of motor garage at Messrs. Kent's 
factory, Bedford-road — South (adjoining the 
Railway Bridge), for Mr. W. L. Cook ; erection of (a) 
factory building and addition to drains at Magnesium 
Co.’s works, The Osiers, Point Pleasant, Southfield ; and 
(6) two factory buildings abutting upon The Causeway, 
Southfield (for Messrs. May and Baker) for Mr. 
Allsop ; erection of storage shed at rear of 81, ing- 
ham-road, Southfield, for Mr. W. Banks; erection of 
bakehouse, Charimont-road, Tooting, at rear of 220, 
Mitcham-road, for Messrs. Humphreys & Allen; 
additions to University Mansions, 33 and 35, Lower 
Richmond-road, Putney, for Mr. G. L. Kirby ; erection 
of workshop at, and additions to 89, Clapham Common, 
South Side, for Mr. P. Redford ; erection of three water 
closets at 05, Lower Richmond-road, Putney, and two 
water closets and urinals on land adjoining No. 97, 
Lower Richmond-road, for Mr. G. W. Beattie ; erection 
of additional water closet at 74, East-hill, Fairfield, for 
Mr. R. A. Jewell; redrainage of 25, Cornford-grove, 
Balham, for Mr. W. V. Mowberry;: redrainage of 
Warden's House, Magdalen Hospital, Drewstead-road, 
Streatham, for Messrs. J. Walker & Son; partial re- 
drainage of 35, Skelbrook-street, Springfield, for Mr. J. 
Long ; partial redrainage of 73, Union-grove, Clapham 
North, for Mr. F. T. Watson ; redrainage of 5, Ellison- 
road, Streatham, for Mr. W. G. Blewett; partial re- 
drainage of Grange Mills, Grove-road, Balham, for Mr. 
F. Hann; partial redrainage of 130, Garratt-lane, 
Springfield, for The Convex Incandescent Mantle Co., 
Ltd. ; addition to draing at 20, Replingham-road, 
Southfield, to drain passageway at side of those pre- 
mises, for Mr. E. Ecford; construction of additional 
water closet of 601, York-road, Fairfield, for Messrs. 
F. Frost & Sons ; partial redrainage of 17, Christchurch- 
road, Streatham, for Messrs. Bridge & Co., and a plan 
received from Messrs. J. Garrett & Sou, showing the 
proposed method of carrying the rain-water from the 
new front portion of 5, Mitcham-road, into the sewer by 
connecting the rain-water pipe there with the drains at 
7, Mitcham-road, Tooting 

——-—-e—<——_ ———_ 


SCOTTISH NATIONAL BUILD- 
ING TRADES FEDERATION. 


The twenty-third annual general meeting of 
the Scottish National Building Trades Federa- 
tion was held recently in the Saloon of the 
Trades Hal), Glassford-street, Glasgow. Re- 
presentatives were present from Glasgow, Edin- 
burgh, Aberdeen, Kilmarnock, Greenock, &c. 
Mr. Henry H. Spittal, Glasgow, the President, 
occupied the chair, In their annual report, the 
Council stated that, owing to the necessities of 
the war, the ordinary activities of the trade 
throughout the country are for the time practic- 
ally suspended. The trade as a whole without 
demur are accepting the position, and are doing 
all in their power to prosecute the war in any 
capacity in which their skill may be utilised. 
In addition to providing the buildings and other 
structural work required by the Government, 
the labour of the trade has been made available 
to a great extent for the production of many of 
the implements and munitions of war. Granite 
workers and stone masons have become steel and 
iron dressers in foundries and engineering works, 
joiners in large numbers are now acroplane 
makers, and skilled men in every branch of the 
trade are employed in necessary war work. 
Reference is also made in the report to the 
many restrictions and burdens on the trade 
due to the increase of local and imperial taxes 
and, following on a recent conference, representa- 
tions have been made to the Government to 
have the laws affecting building and property- 
owning radically revised, and the Government 
have also been urged to consult the trade before 
any national building schemes are decided upon. 
The report was adopted, and the following 
office-bearers were appointed for the ensuing 
year :—President, Mr, Edward Bruce, Edin- 
burgh; Senior Vice-President, Mr. George 
Rome, Kilmarnock; Junior Vice-President, 
Mr. James Farquharson, Aberdeen; Interim 
Secretary and Treasurer, Mr. James M. Laird, 
writer, 163, West George-street, Glasgow, n 
the absence on ‘military service of Mr. Thomas 
Ferguson, solicitor, ) 123, George-steeet, Edin- 
burgh. 
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THE HOUSING AGITATION. 


We recently had the privilege of attending a 
meeting, called in an important city, to urge the 
municipal authorities to proceed with a large 
housing scheme. As the proceedings were no 
doubt typical of many similar efforts-in other 
places, it may be interesting to try to record 
some of the arguments and rhetoric employed. 

The meeting was presided over by an ex- 
mayor, and the Archdeacon of the place rose to 
propose the first resolution and drew a vivid 
picture of the slums of the city, emphasising the 
impossibility of éxpecting people to live a decent 
social life in the surroundings in which they were 
placed and dwelling on the necessity of wiping 
out the evil. He was followed by a leading 
Wesleyan minister, who roundly declared that 
were he to live in the surroundings in which 
one-fourth of the population dwelt, he would be 
no better than they were. In his opinion 
drunkenness and every other evil was excused 
by the shocking housing conditions prevalent. 
He also laid emphasis on the disproportion 
between the proposed Government grant and 
the money expended on war. The wife of a 
democratic member of the City Council gave an 
account of the high expectations of the newly 
married and the impossibility of realising those 
expectations under present conditions. Inci- 
dentally she argued that the skill of women 
architects should be employed to solve the 
problem, and congratulated women on their 
admission to the schools of the Architectural 
Association. She further drew a dramatic 
picture of the contrast between the unoccupied 
area of the earth and the congestion of the 
population in its cities. 

The Architectural Professor of the University 
of the town used the occasion for a clear and 
terse summary of the advantage of the methods 
of town planning, the wisdom of considering the 
ultimate growth of cities, and the importance of 
reserving sites in each district for schools, 
churches, chapels and other buildings which 
would be wanted in the new area planned and 
the old areas demolished. In reality this speech 
was the only one delivered during the evening 
which was not a frank appeal to sentiment and 
little else. 


THE BUILDER. 


Further speeches, which were vociferously 
cheered, were couched in the same general 
terms, and not a single speaker appeared to have 
any idea other than that housing was required 
and should be provided by the Corporation 
without delay. 

We confess to a feeling of disappointment that 
there is so little recognition of certain essential 
facts: the first, that unless it can be proved that 
landlords have exacted an abnormally large 
return in the shape of interest on their capital, 
the fault of the insufficiency of housing is in a 
large measure an admission of the inadequacy 
of wages, and that the first essential is that 
Capital and Labour should confer as to whether 
there is not a modus operandi by which wages 
can be largely increased without sacrificing a 
reasonable return which must be forthcoming on 
capital without which no enterprise is possible. 
Then, again, we should expect some recognition 
of the fact that standards of comfort and 
hygiene have advanced and the inaaequacy of 
much of the accommodation formerly provided 
is a proof not of the wickedness of landlords but 
of the increasing wants of ths community. We 
also faii to see any attempt to solve the questjon 
on the only lines on which it can be solved, and 
that is by removing the causes which make 
housing unremunerative rather than in pro- 
viding for a deficiency which will always exist 
unless the root of the evil is dealt with. 

The present shortage may in fact be made 
good in one of two ways: by pledging the re- 
sources of the State and adding to our great in- 
debtedness, with the prospect of having to do so 
again and again; or by doing away with the 
obstacles which have prevented the normal 
operations of the laws of demand and supply. 
If housing is, as we admit it is, required, it is not 
beyond the wit of man to make housing suffi- 
ciently profitable to again attract private enter- 
prise, and when we have done that we have not 
only solved a present but a futur> problem 
without the aid of the Aaron’s rod which may 
turn into serpents to disturb our future peace. 

Appeals to rhetoric and to prejudice are vastly 
entertaining for one evening, but no great 
problem can be solved if we ignore reason. 

The first essential is that Labour and Capital 
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shall come to an understanding, which will 
enable both to secure fair terms ; the second. that 
every one of the obstacles which now stand 
between the private investor in building and a 
profitable field of enterprise shall be removed. 
When this is done, competition will prevent 
rents from being inflated and all will receive their 
quantum meruit. And wemust be careful that 
we do not blame those who built twenty, thirty 
or forty years ago because they were governed 
by the standards prevalent in the past, for we in 
our turn may be as reasonably condemned in the 
future for defects which may well be apparent 
in fifty years’ time. If not, it will prove that 
civilisation has ceased to advance, rather than 
that we have arrived at a perfection of intelli. 
gence. The apex of civilisation is probably too 
far distant to be even dimly visible to us. 


—— ~~ 


PATENTS, 


APPLICATIONS PUBLISHED. * 


102,504.—Unitecd States Spot Ground Cor- 
poration: Screeds adapted for securing wood- 
work or other fixtures to floors or walls. 

109,279.—William Mathew Savours : 
tures such as temporary hangars for aircraft. 

109,280.—William Chell: Implements fer 
cleaning windows and walls. 

109,288.—William Grant Fiske: Boxes. 

1€9,312.—James Parker Bowling: Excavat- 
ing machines. 

109,357.—Jos2ph Stoddart : Window screens. 

109,362.—John Bufton aad Charles Richard 
Mills: Adjusti:g mechanism applicable to seats 
and articles of furniture. 

109,389.—Charles William Tonks, Geor 
Arthur Tonks and Enoch Tonks: Cylinder 
mechanism of cylinder locks and latches. 

109,391.—Charles Candlot: Methods and 
means for sluking limes and cement. 


sStruc- 


* All these applications are now in the stage is 
which opposition to the grant of Patents upon them 
may be made. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS. 


[Owing to the exceptional circumstances which 
prevail at the present time, prices of materiais 
should ke confirmed by inquiry. Since our last issue 
Portiand Cement has advanced and several prices 
have been revised —Ed_ 


*,* Our aim in this list is to give. as far as possible, the 
arecrage prices of materials, not necessarily the highest 
or lowest Quality and quantity obviously affect 
prices—a fact which should be remembered by those 
who make use of this information. 


BRICKS, &c. 





Per 1,000 Alongside, in River Thames. £se.d 
Beat Stoc ks iti peeias beadbees ben uence oe 210 O 
Picked Stocks for ee ae ee >. &.¢ 

Per 1000, Deiivered at Railway Depot, London. 
cs € & s. 4. 

Viettons ..... 23 0 Best Biue 

Best Fareham Pressed staf- 
| ass . oo oe fordshire 515 0 

est ied Deo. Bulinose 6 Uv O 
Pressed Rua- Best Stour- 
bon Facing... 6 0 0 bridge Fire 

REIEES 2. ccs 96 0 

GLAZED Bricks— 

Best White. ble Strtch'rs 20 7 6 
Ivory, and Iv ble Headers 17 7 6 
Salt Glazed One Side and 
Stretchera .. 14 17 6 two Ends .. 21 7 6 

Ileaders..... .14 7 6 Jwo Sides and 

(uoima, Bull- one End .... 2217 6 
nese and 4$in Splays and 
Flats 8 7 6 Squints . 19:17 6 
Glaze i bricks priced at so much each, 25 per cent 


advance on list 
Second Quality, £1 per 1,000 less than beat 


8. d 
Thames Ballast ........ 8 9Y per yard, delivered 
Pee GE covscsccoccece ll 6 
ll eae are oe 
Be “st Washed Sand ROAST: oe plete 5 
fin. Shingle for Ferro- 
Conerete ....00- ll 6 - - 
Per ton, delivered 
t «a d £ s. d. 
Best Portland Cement ... 3. @ 218 0 


Do. £2 Ils. alongside in R0- ton lots 

Ferrocrete 2s. 6d. per ton extra on above. 

Best Ground Biue Lias Lime 1 7 6 at rly. depot. 

NOTE.—The cement or iime is exclnsive of the ordinary 
charge for sacks. The sacks are charged at 2s. 3d 
each and credited a 2s. ach if returned in good 
condition within three mouths 

Grey Stone Lime 47s. Od. per ton delivered. 

Stourbridge Fireclay in s'¢ ks 378. 6d. per ton at rly. dpt. 


STONE 


BaTH STONE—delivered in railway trucks at s. d. 
Westbourne Park, Paddington, G.W.R., or 
South Lambeth, G.W_R.. per ft. ecube...... 001 7 
Do. do. delivered in railway trucks at Nine 


coe 2. 2S. BR... Par 0. CUR «cic ciccves 1 8} 
Do. do. delivered on road waggons at Ni ne Elms 
Dey a eee eee ee ee ee 1 Bi 


PORTLAND STONE 
Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Westbourne Park, G.W.K.. South Lam- 
beth, G.W_R., or Nine Elms, or L. & 8.W.R., 
per ft. ¢ Ry a rr ae 2 54 
Do. do. delivered on road w aggons at Pimlico 
Wharf or Nine Elms Depot, perft.cube.. 2 6% 
White basebe i, 2d. per ft. cube extra 
RANDOM BLocks— Per Ft. Cube, delivered at Rly. Dpot 


d 8. d. 
Ancasterin blocks 2 0 Closeburn Red 
Beer in blocks... 1 7% Freestone .. s 2 
Grinshill in blocks 2 4 Red & White M: ans: 
Dariey Dale 


in fieldrandom block 2 9 
EUOGN ctc%esae S 4 Yellow Magnesian 
Limestone do.do 3 38 
YORK STONE—Rohin Hood Quality 
Delivered at any (oods Station London s. a 
scappled random blocks .Per Ft. Cube 3 11 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 


Se GD oo SOodeacee vans Per Ft.Saper 3 0 
6 in. rubbed two aides, ditto ........ e 3 
3 in. sawn two sides slabs (random sizes) ,, 1 33 
2 in. to 2} in. sawn one side siabs 

{random sizes) .......-.++ee. sineeee © 0 10 
1p in. to 2 in. ditto, ditto .....cccccee 95 0 8 


HARD York- 
Delivered at any Goods Station London 


Scappled random blocks ........ Per Ft.Cube 3 6 
6 in. sawn two sides landing to sizes (under 40ft 
TE i aie dae ee Os .Per Ft.Super 2 8 
6 in. rubbed two sides ditto .......... a S$ 4 
3 in. sawn two sides slabs’ ‘random sizes) ,, 1 3 
2 in. self-faced random flags ......... —— 0 58 
Per 1,000 
TILES. f.o.r. London. 


Best machine-made tiles or hand-made sand- 
faced tiles from either Broseley or £ s. d. 


Staffordshire district... .........00000e08 3 0 0 
Ornamental ditto ........-2eceesessecees $3 6 
Hip and valley tiles (per dozen) .........- 06 0 

Per 1,000 of 1,200 
SLATES. f.o.r. London 
so & 
Best Biue Bangor Slates, 20 by 10........ 13 5 0 
“ ” - 4 eae 412 6 
First quality = 20 by 10........ 1218 © 
% a TV Petes 610 0 
Best Blue Portmadoc SOR BP ci ccedes 13 56 0 
“d ss Tt ee ; R ig $ 
First quality ,, 20 by 10..... soo SEE 
i: ” > 16 by 8 7 6 
WOOD. 
Best BUILDING Reswers. Softwood _stocks 
Deals: 4 by 12 in., 4 in. controlied by the 


Director | of 
Materials, conse- 
quently prices must 
he withdrawn 


ye by ‘ll in., 
. and 2 in. 


ry! 
3 in. by 9 in., 2} in. by 9 in., 
by 9 in. .....- 
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WwooD (Continued) 
Best BUILDING REDWOOD. 
ttens: 2in., 2} in., and 

3 in. by 8 in. 
2 in., 2¢ in., and 3in ‘by 
REE Se Se 
Zin., 2} in., and 3 in. by 
a Tn 
Scantlings: 2in. by 3 in., 
2 in. Dy 3% in., 2 in. by 
4in.. 2in. by 43 in ° 
3 in. by 4in., and 3 in. by 


Boards: lin. }}in., and 
1¢ in. by 6 in. and 7 in 
Ee Sntcehant bed re 
7 Sea aaa 8 
Sawn pitch pine logs (about 
35 cu. ft. average .. 
Do. 6 in. to 10 in 


Best Pitch Pine Deals 
Under 2 in. thick 
JOINERS’ Woop 
White Sea First Quality 
Red: 4in. by llin 
3in. by llin., and 2in 


. £3 re y 
4in. by 9in Softwood stocks 
sin. by 9 in., controlled by the 

by 9 in ae, WAS : : 
3 in. by 11 in. boards \ Director of 
7 in. and 8 in. battens Waterials 

quent/y prices must 

be withdrawn, 


and 2¢ in 


° conse- 
? in. and & in. boards ~ 


Archangel White Deals 
Best 3in. by 9in. and 
10in. and llin. ..... 
Seconds do 
UB. Bettems ....ccccee 
Prepared Floorings and 
Matchings Seconds 

Swedish Red and equal 


lg in. by 6$in. planed 
and shot sane 
Ijin. by 6¢in. planed 


and matched 
1 in. by 64 in planed and 
Ge, bAtptcce tea deun 
1 in. by 64 in. planed and 
EE 00.0 o-ésee nanan 
in. by 6¢in. planed, 
matched, and beaded, 
2, Free 
lin. by 64 in. do. ...... 
Columbian or Oregon Pine, 
best quality ......... 
Yellow Pine—First regular 
SE +008 004 etee0t oe 
CONS «5b cn cicsedds 
Seconds, regular sizes 
GED xcoveseunaes 


Kauri Pine—Pianks per ft. 
4 





Dry Wainscot Oak, per ft. 


super, asinch ....... sa 020 
7 in. do do. ss 01 64 
Dry Mahogany — Honduras, 
Tabasco, per ft. super, 
OT ee eee S &- Bi, 3 0 
Cuba. Mahogany ....... S. Oa 0 3 
Dry Walnut, American, per 
ft. super, asinch ..... S. 3-2 wa 0 3 0 
French, * Italian,”’ Walnut 0 3 0 0 5 0 
oeah, pee load (Rangoon or 
UE 5 ovecctene } 1 
Do. do. (Java) ...... soe 0 0 j oo°0 
Americaa Whitewood 
planks, perft.cube .. 018 0 .,. » 2.6 
GOO, DUP GG. vcs ceccvess S. OcB: oe 6 &6 0 
METALS. 


JOISTS, GIRDERS, 
Rolled Steel Joists, ordinary, 
sections, basis price ...... 


-§ 


Plain Compound  Girders 
ordinary sections ........ > 
Plain Compound Stanchions Prices controlled 
Angies, Tees, and Channels, > by the Ministry 
ordinary sections ........ ; 
Flitch Plates .............. of Munitions. 
Cast Iron Columns aad 


Stanchions, plain ordinary 
DOCCSTED oc cccccscccccees 
Wroveat-IRon TUBES AND FITTINGS— 
(Discount off List for lot of not leas than £4 net 
value delivered direct from works. 5 per cent. less 
carriage forward if sent from London stocks.) 


Tubes + ar 
OR teaeesedecnneoiens J¥tooue 45 50 
WOE .cccccccccccccessvecves 40 47% 
BOUT cctncccccenceveseiseers sade. ae 
Galvanised gas .....cccccecces 275 .... @& 
at QUE. ts cdivoeoesurewd 18 40 
pp CARDED 2 ccccccccedvcess 2 374 
L.C.C. Som PrIre— London Prices. 
Pipes Coated. Bends. Branches. 
s. 4. s. d. . 
Zin. peryd.. 2 8 .... 2 1 each 2 6 
24 in. py er tae te eae ; 2 
3 in. ag i 2 6 “ 3 80 
_ in. “a ence = 3 2 oat 44 
ee a eee et Te ie . 
RAIN- WATER Pipes, &c. London Prices. 
Pipe Bends. Branches 
“8 7 i $ each “i $ 
Zin. per yd.. cece 
4+ in. io io DO tee a... 2S 20 
3 in. a 6b. oe Shee te ee ae 26 
—_ a « & 2 48 Sloe le 3 0 
4 is oe MES Oe eee, Ee ee) 
L.C.C. say ego Ane lengths. London Prices. 
4in., Ss. 34. .. Sin. Gs. - Sin. 7s. 64. 
Per ton in London. 
[roxn— £ s. a. £se¢ 
Bee secscess BD ED. OPS 2 
Staffordshire Bars - 
good merchant quality 1610 0 .. 1710 6 
Staffordshire * Marked 
BB eccicceseise DWT. wo BSF 
Mild Steel Bars ........ 19 0 0 .. 1910 0 





METALS (Conf:nued). 
Per ton in London. 
s d =o 
Steel Bars, Ferro-Concrete quality, £19 basis price 
Hoop Iron, basis price.. 2010 @ ., 21 0 
Galvanised . 33.00 =«lO 
(* And ey according to size and gauge.) 
Sheet Iron Black 
Ordinary sizes to 20g 3210 9 .. @.8 
on es 24g 2 ieee 
Ste... 3690-69 ..19% @ 
Sheet Tron, Galvanised flat, ordinary quality— 
Ordinary sizes, 6 ft. by 
2ft. to “ft. to 2g 
Ordinary sizes to 22 g 


S 2 OD m= — 


and 24¢ sea GPO eee” oo! ee 
Ordinary sizes to 26¢ SS. 2:8: «508 an 
Sheet Lron, Galvanised, flat, best quality— 
Ordinary sizes to 20g... 35 10 0 ., - 
, 22g. and 
Oe en ene @ @ «eo - 
Ordinary «izes to 26¢ 38 0 O ue _ 
Galvanised Corrugated Ssheets — 
Ordinary sizes, 6 [{t. to 
OO BBs ccdigacsves 33 60 6 ce _ 
Ordinary sizes, 22 g. and 
BOGioc secs cecevdvces 33 10 @ ee 


Ordinary sizes, Ség..... Bw FF «eo 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 6 ft 


by 2 ft. to 3 ft. to 20¢ 


and thicker...... : : aS se _- 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 20 g 

8 | Sera eo ee. Bsa _ 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 26g. 2610 0 ., _ 
Cut Nails, 3in.to6in..... 28 0 0 .. 2@ 0 


(Under 3 in., usual trade extras.) 


‘ LEAD, &c. 


Delivered in London. 
Lgeap—Sheet, English, 4 Ib. &£s.d 


OG DP. o00008sd000s ae. & ceo — 
Pipe in coils .......... 29 «0 «(0 = 
eee 42 0 0 _ 
Compo pipe ....... a —_— & 2 _ 






> 


cos 


0 


NoTe—Country delivery, 20a. per ton extra ; lots under 


5 cwt., ls. 6d. per cwt. extra. 
ewt extra Orders for over 1 cwt. Sheet Lead 


Cut to sizes, 2s. 


Pipe, or 28 |bs. Solder should be accompanied by 6 
certificate or licence, which can be obtained from the 
Director of Materials [A.N.2(B)], Hotel Victoria,S.W. 

obtained 


Smaller quantities than the above can be 


by making a written declaration to the Manufacturer 
or Merchant that the metal is wanted for urgent 
renewals or repairs, and giving the name of the job 


for which it is required 


Corprer— 
Strong Sheet ....per ib, ® 2 6 «ee - 
Thin - sont © 82 & «ec — 
Copper nails .... ,, SS 2 Oe -= 
Copper wire .... 4 So ta we _ 
Brass— 
Strong Sheet . * © 2 6 ee = 
Thin - S 3 ww os _ 
TIN —English Ingots za 026 " a 
SOLDER—Plumbers’_,, Se ee _ 
rl, Se - So. 3 BB. «e -_ 
Biowpipe ...... a fe rr -_ 


GLASS. 


ENGLISH SHEET GLASS IN CRATES OF STOCK 
SIZES AND IN SQI ARES IN ORDINARY SIZES. 


Per Ft Per Ft. 
15 oz. fourths .... 5d 26 oz. thirds ...... 
in, ED oo weds 5ja $2 fourths ‘ b 
21 ., fourths .... - COG .eneue Od. 
Sn ae hess bed Flute a Sheet, 15 oz. Hy 
26 .. fourths .... 63d 2 


Extra price according to substanee for squares cut 


from stock 


ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE LN CRATES OF STOCK 
SIZES. Per Ft. 
OG Bate Cees 6 oc cd cowessdGnnnee egecoceoes ' 
4, Rough rolled and rough cast plate.......... it 
} Rough rolled and rough cast —< spebeocoens 4 
Figured Kolled, Oxford Rolled, Baltic, Oceanic, 
Arctic, Stippolyte, and small and large 
DUG DENS ccccccceccotecdecccécss : 
Dito, T6MCOE 2. pccccccccveseesesesecece 7d. 
DameG Ge. ve ck voancovbssceaved besesece “Oe 
White Rolled Cathedral... ........--0s065 5d. 
Tinted do. bwcheoendacdetes San 
PAINTS, &c. £s. 4. 
Raw Linseed Oil in pipes...... per gallon 0 6 6 
pa es » in barrele.... = 06 7 
va oe » in drums .... o 0 5190 
Boiled ,, » im barreis.... ” 0 610 
, in drums .... a 0 6 | 
Turpentine in barrels ........ ee a 06 8 
$2 GUUENS occcrccese 06 6 
Genuine Ground English White Lead, per ton 53 10 0 
(In not less than 5 cwt. casks.) 
GENUINE WHITE LEAD PaintT— 
“ Blackfriars,” “‘ Nine Kime,” “ Park,” 
and other best brands ‘in 14 1b. tins) not 
less than 5 cwt. lots..per ton delivered 69 0 O 
Red Lead, Dry (packages extra) .. per ton 42 0 O 


Orders for White and Red Lead and any Paint con- 
taining Lead must be accompanied by 4 certificate 
or licence, which can be obtained from the Director 


of Materials {[A.N. 2 (E.)], Hotel Victoria, 5.W. 


pe Saws Of Putty ..... ++» per cwt. O15 6 
Filocol . PYYTTTTITILIT TIT Te per ewt 013 6 
Per gallon. 
VARNISHES, &c. 64 
Pine PSOE oc ccewcwse cvchkvececes tesserae 
Pale Copal Oak ........... covescccedsse OOO 
Superfine Pale Elastic Oak........... seuee 6. *O 
Fine Extra Hard Church Oak ............ 10 6 
S me Hard-drying Oak, for seats of 
TTT badoveccecesndewstsoecus 4 «66 
Fime Elastic Carriage .........-.scccccees 012 6 
Superfine Pale Elastic Carriage . iteoo’ OD 
Fine Pale Maple .............+++ covecoscsn 9 TO 
Finest Pale Durable Copal......... Sptanes 018 6 
Extra Pale French Oil ....... Jawiieaahs s; 3° 
TI voce ecccesed evoocee ee ou 0 
te Pale Enamel ...... pvknsevenenin tc 140 
Extra Pale Paper. ... ocebasedsacaks 012 0 
Beat Japan Gold Size ..... apobe sd Credebaw ow @ 
Best Black Japan sco zeces cosres ovoyenw 0 ” 7) 
Oak Mahogany Stain .......... eat ie u 
FEO - ivaveedebessve on FF vs 6 6 ¥ 
Berlin Bilack........ dovewe édudcataa ° om iu 
cones wae tbseeteceed eb bsne te “18 ¥ 
French and Brush Polish .......... oWw i 


é > 
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THE LONDON COUNTY 
COUNCIL. 


THe first meeting of the London County 
Council after the summer recess was held on 
Tucsday, in the County Hall, Spring-gardens, 
S.W., the Marquess of Crewe (Chairman) 
presiding. 

Loan.—Sanction was given to the borrowing 
by the Poplar Borough Council of £27,825 for 
electricity purposes. 

County Rate (Halj-year to March 31, 1918). 
The Finance Committee recommended the 
fixing of the county rate for the second half of 
the financial year 1917-18 at the same amount 
as the rate for the first half of the year, viz.. 
ls. 7d. in the £, being 17.875d. in the £ for 
general county purposes (including education) ; 
and 1.125d. in the £ fcr special county purposcs. 

The recommendation was adopted. 

New County Hall.—The Establishment Com- 
mittee reported that the Army Council has 
given notice of its intention to teke possession, 
under the powers of the Defence of the Realm 
Regulations, of the greater part of the new 
county hall buildings and to carry out such 
works as it may deem expedient to fit the build- 
ings for use as temporary offices for Govern- 
ment staff. A similar notice has been sent by 
the Army Council to Messrs. Holland & Hannen 
and Cubitts, Ltd., the contractors for the 
construction of the superstructure of the new 
building. The Government is making arrange- 
ments for Messrs. Holland & Hannen and 
Cubitts, Lt., to carry out the works required 
at the premises, and the contractors hav 
been informed that the undertaking by them 
of such work will be treated as without 
prejudice to the Council's or their own position 
under the building contracts. 

District Surveyors.—The Building Acts Ccom- 
mittee have appointed Mr. A. G. Morrice to be 
interim District Surveyor for Battersea South 
and part of Wandsworth, in place of Mr. Horace 
Cheston (resigned). 

The Committse have also approved the 
situation at No. 28, Myddleton-square, of the 
office of Mr. A. Crow, the District Surveyor for 
Finsbury. 

Plans of School Buildings.—The Education 
Committee have submitted to the Board of 
Education for approval revised preliminary 
plans drawn in accordance with the standard 
authorised on April 3, 1917, for elementary 
school buildings, in respect of (1) the erection 








Seasoned 


AUSTRIAN, RUSSIAN 


NE ak 
JAPANESE 


SYDNEY PRIDAY, 


KING WILLIAM HOUSE, 2a,Eastcheap, LONDON,E.C. 
Depot: Wainscot Sheds,'Millwall,E. / N.: Avenue 667, 











THE BUILDER. 


of an clementary school in Wormbholt-road, 
Hammersmith: and (2) the enlargement and 
improvement of the Belle ville-road school, 
Clapham. 

—_——__>—--o——--- 


TENDERS. 





Communications for insertion under this heading 
should be addressed to ‘ The Editor,” and must 
reach us not later than 12 noon on Wednesday. 

* Denotes accepted. + Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 





BIRMINGHAM .—For installation of filtration plant 
and erection of buildings required in connection with 
the re-introduction of supplies from the River Blyth, 
for the Corporation :- 

*Paterson Engineering Co., Ltd. .. £23,128 

LONDON. —For the supply of electric cables for the 
London County Council's tramways 

*Western Electric Co., Ltd.. North 


Woolwich : : £1,430 
W. T. Henley’s Telegraph Works Co., 

Ltd : - : ‘ 1,462 
Callender’s Cable and Construction 

Co., Ltd : ive . 1,469 
British Insulated and Helsby Cables, 

Ltd 1,480 
Johnson & Phillips, Ltd . 1,480 
Siemens Bros., & Co, Ltd. . 1,490 
W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd 950 


part only 
(General manager's estimate, £1,200 





LONDON For supply to the London County 
Council of 1,500 driving wheel and 750 pony wheel 
tyres for tramears 

*Brown, Bayley'’s Steel Works, 

Ltd., Sheffield 
*The Patent Shaft and Axletree 
Co., Ltd., Birmingham 


£7,204 7 6 
7.990 12 6 





MIDDLESBROUGH. — For floating hospital, for 
the Tees Port Sanitary Authority 
*Clark Bros., West Hartlepool! £2,637 


_ STOCKTON.—For painting and distempering the 
female hospital, for the Guardians 
*W. J. Pickering ; + O28 6 8 


J.J. ETRIDGE,J' 


SLATE MERCHANTS, LTD 


EXPERTS IN 


SLATING, 
TILING. 


STRIPPING AND RELAYING. 


Telephone: Avenue 4940 (two lines), or write 


Bethnal Green Slate Works, 


BETHNAL GREEN, LONDON, €E. 








(OCTOBER 19, 1917. 


TRADE NEWS. 

Boyle’s latest patent ' air-pump ve 
lators, supplied by Messrs. Robert Boyle & s 
Ventilating Engineers, 64, Holborn-viad) 
London, have been employed at H.M. 2; 
Making Factory, Beddington. 

The teak wood block flooring at Barcla 
Bank, Haymarket (opposite Carlton Hot 
is being laid on W. Bennctt’s Patent Da 
Proof and Double Keyed System by ¢ 
Zeta Wood Flooring Co. 

The Carron Company, Carron, Falkirk, al 
employ good designers, and we have re 
been shown a photograph of an old 
equipment embracing an oven of Carron may 
facture, the door of which was designed 
Flaxman. The oven was used in Ker 
House, the seat of the chief of the clan McN 
and must have been made over 100 years agi 

RES ni OSE 
Deceased Builder's Estate. 

The late William Ross, retired build 
of Moscley, Birmingham, left estate to the g 
value of £227,532. 





Asphalte.—The Seyssel and Metallie Le 
Asphalte Co. (Mr. G. F. Glenn), Office, 42, Poult 
E.C.—The best and cheapest materials for da: 
courses, railway arches, warehouse floors, f/ 
roofs, stables, cow-sheds and milk-rooms, gra 
aries, tun-rooms, and terraces. Asphalte Cx 
tractors to Forth Bridge Co. T.N. Centra) 








Luxfer Specialities 
Pavement Lights. 
Stallboard Lights. 
Skylights. 

Ceiling Lights. 
Leaded Lights. 


Luxfer Prisms. 
Floor Lights. 
Roof Lights. 
Dome Lights. 


Lantern Lights. 
Fire-resisting Glazing. 
Roof Glazing. Metal Casements 


Architectural Metal Work. 
16, HILL ST., FINSBURY, 


E.C.2 


























Télephone: Dausrer 1°** 
OGILVIE & CO., 32,953-7 
with the late orm 
8g W. B. Lamriiee & 
ef Punhill Kew 
Wildmay Works, Mildmay Avenue, Islington, N, 
EXPERTS IN HIGH-CLASS JOINERY. 


ALTERATIONS AND DECORATIONS. “*-.: 






























A SHUTTERS TO LOADING 





Telephone 
DAcCK HotBorn 160 


S. W. FRANCIS & Co. Ltd. Ca! 
64-70, Gray’s Inn Road, ons 
London, W.C.1 t : 


ROLLING SHUTTERS 


in WOOD or STEEL. 


SHOP-FRONTS 


SPRING SHOP SUN BLINDS 
7: PLATE-GLASS FACIAS— :: 





ues and 
ates Free. 





in BRAS 
COPPER and 
GUNMETAL. 


Telegrams ; 


Collapsible Steel Gates. ..,.706° oxipos 





Pe ee 
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CONCRETE REINFORCEMENT 








Laboratory, Huddersfield, for Messrs. David Brown & Sons, Ltd, Floor reinforced with B.R.C. Fabric 


IMPLICITY: The ease of handling 
B.R.C. Fabric; unloading, stacking, 





sorting, lifting, and rolling out—and the 
fewness of the pieces to be handled—give 
the greatest simplicity to the con- 


struction of reinforced concrete slabs. 


The British Re- London: 36, Lime Street 
inforced Concrete Birmingham : 118, New St. 
Engineering Co., Ltd., Liverpool: 36, Dale St, 


Head Office: 1, Dickin- ele Newcastle-on- Tyne: 2, 
son Street, Manchester St. Nicholas Buildings 


Works: Trafford THT Tit Sheffield : 38, Church St. 
Park, Manchester Glasgow : 62, Robertson St. 
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PALMER’S TRAVELLING GRADLE 


PERMANENT FIXINGS PAY. 


Large Government Factories with extensive glazed frontages have 
permanent fixings giving easy and safe access to all external parts. 


£30 saved monthly on one Building for window cleansing alone. 


War Orrice, ADMIRALTY, AND GOVERNMENT CONTRACTORS FOR 


EXTENDING LADDERS, TELESCOPIC TOWERS and PLATFORM STEPS 
OUR 40-ft. TOWER for EXPORT PACKS FLAT 13 ft. by 4 ft. 8 ins. by 3 ft. 












= 





: Wholesale Manufacturers of the 


| “BELVEDERE” LATTICE STEPS 


PALMER’S “‘ QUIK” REMOVER of PAINT, CREASE, and DIRT, 25/- owt. 
Will not injure or prevent from drying subsequent coats of paint. 
BEST FOR CLEANING GLAZED BRICKWORK. 
in Paste Form. Reduce as required—TO CLEAN PAINT, 4 ozs. to 1 Gallon Water, 











CHAINS AND GLINCS ANNEALED AND TESTED. SCAFFOLDING AND TACKLE OF ALL KINDS ON MIRE. 
PALMER’S TRAVELLING CRADLE & SCAFFOLD Co., Victoria Works, Belvedere Road, LONDON, S.E. 1 








Telegrams—‘* Wireway, Phone, London.” Telephone Nos.— Hop 1156 and Hop 69. EDWIN PALMER, Manager. 
_ MISCELLANEOUS. LEWIS & LEWIS, uta. 
Firat viz lines 4+. Gd. ; 6d. per line after. Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, L A D D E + Sg 


CLEAR, a GREAT REDUCTION on; TOWNMEAD ROAD, FULHAM, 5&.W. 


I UPPRR PARTS TO OHTMNEY PIECES Pull particulars 
with illustrations on application. A large selection of Chimney FOR SALE OR HIRE: B A 4 FE Oo W g& 
AND 





Pieces alw in stock. ees & HARRIS, Ltd., 47, 
pr enn re ________| Contractors’ Plant of all Kinds. 


ANTED. —1, 000 yards | 2ft. gauge JUBILEE | *Phene: Putne 
RAIL TRACK and Twelve one- aug SIDR TIPS in y $81. REPAIRS and CASTINGS. 


London.~ ~WILSON, 79. Soho-road, Birmi ngham. BUILDER'S PLANT 


OR SALE. —Two Builder's One- horse VANS’ 
we eee ened, ok Th kb. Lok, tm Diveok-ewen. Or 
Sethlths Nee votre | — EVERY DESCRIPTION 


Rotherhithe New-road, 8.E. 16. 

ONE COMPLETE PORTABLE CRUSHING 
and SCREENING PLANT by MASON, complete with 

Crushing Rolle, Elevators, Rotary Screens, Buckets, Pulleys, and | 


— = Fro 
a = B 
Gearing, mounted on a strong pitch pine frame with wheels and i >| 
axies for pulling about ; capacity 60 70 cubic _— ye working | | | 
day. First-class order 1 condition. —C. AVIS, 22, | DAB —~ } v4 | e or Hi | R e 
C. 5 A = e 





. 















































Billiter street, Londen, E 


Bert ai 8 MATERIALS AND! PLANT. _ 
Mortar Mill, Ironmongery, Tiles, Doors, Mouldings, etc. — 














295, Office of “The Builder.” 











SiND, Palit, Gee Bellest, and Shingle, | SCAFFOLDS ERECTED. SCAFFOLDS AND SWING 
su} ic any on an 
= eaten ne SONS, |LADDERS, STEPS, CRADLES ERECTED. 
TRESTLES. | Eatimates free. 





trongate Wharf, Paddington Basin. Telephone: 4200 Paddington | 
(two lines). 


¥ ARGE “STOCK of DOORS, ~ Mouldings, | 
Turnery, Matchings, Piywee. Deal and Oak Flooring, 
etc., alwaysen hand. Lists post free. Sawing and Moulding 
at the ae. Government requirements and round mouldin 
a speciality. Low prices, good work.—BRYO 
Wat 4 " CO., Deseronto pee and Moulding Mills, Wharf. 
road, City-road, ‘London. N. 








|15/ : Navvy Barrows 


STEPHENS & CARTER, trp. 
Green St, Paddington Green. 















































T.N.: Padd 1717 (2 lines). 
T.A.: “LADDERS, Londo.” 
& PARKER, (§) teoting [; oo 
22, WEST END LONDO = 
LEAD Telephone) D LANE, es —" = tiehee, 
Brilliant | | Bending, | 
J. GIRDLER & CO., Paddington, W. Cutting [5 i Glazing. 
MMT T= =| MT 





























Eime_="0=]|WASTE PAPER|| |GLASS. 


of superior quality ard in any quantity 































BROKEN BRICK. uM aerene : Se 
saniTany evons, Partition suaps} | Ml. GRIFFITHS |) piste, sheet | SS |f creer ae 
BRICKS, LIMES, CFMENTS ||| '6, JOHN ST., ADELPHI, and : | Be'gian Sheet 

SIRAPITE oo" LONDON, W.C, 2 other Glass |. | in Cases, 

PLASTERS. B f = S 4 
"Phone! @860 GEHRARD (3 lines). uys every description of Waste of every = j_ =| Crates an 
LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES Paper, Books, Magazines, description. = a Boxes. 














= 

eer ATION. || Account Books, Office Waste k 
ke ae encourage sre || Paper, etc., etc., at JOHN . N FWTO N SONS 
Chief Office: 92, Ber wick su ‘Oxford St.,W. ' 
BEST PRICES LTD. 


Depete{ Proasia Léme Whart. Peneeny © NW. 
Plschlay-reed Depot: L. 2 3. Biding, ¥.W. Prompt eet ter Qiihein Vii er 23. CHARLES ST., HATTON GDN 
yment to above Address LONDON, E.C. 1. 
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| BRITISH FIBROCEMENT WORKS 


CONTRACTORS TO THE WAR OFFICE AND ADMIRALTY. 


_ ASBESTOS-CEMENT MANUFACTURERS 
: "ill i! Hi | H 
NAN 
{i HH 
































Sizes: 4 ft. to 10 ft. Width: 27 inches. 


GURVED SHEETS TO ANY RADIUS 





ROOFING TILES FLAT SHEETS 
(x4 6x3’ 4x4’) 
titi —_ MANUFACTURED ONLY o 
ester ce AT London Office 
414 CORN EXCHANCE BLDNGS. = pin J papell 22 LAURENCE POUNTNEY LANE 
MAK CHESTER Telephone ERITH 89 : CANNON STREET, E.C. 4 
Telephone CITY 7856 (2 lines) Telephone CITY 2329 


Also at GLASGOW, BRISTOL and CARDIFF 























The EXPANDED METAL COMPANY, Ltd. 


Head Office: YORK MANSION, YORK STREET, “WESTMINSTER, LONDON, S.W. 
Works : STRANTON WORKS, WEST HARTLEPOOL. 


Patentees and Manufacturers of Expanded Metal. 


- 
7 / 
f 











UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, DUBLIN.—Architect, Mr. 8. M. BUTLER, F.R-1.B.A. Dublin. 


Expanpep S1zEL-ConcreTs Founpatioxs, Froors, Erc.—Expraxpep Metal LaTHInG anwp Paster Ceicrnas,{Erc. 


EXPANDED STEEL SHEETS FOR DIVISIONS, LOCKUPS, 


REMOVABLE FRAMED PANELS, Etc. 
PROMPT DESPATCHES FROM LARGE STOCK 
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(J BATH~ PORTLAND STONE FRMSIE} 


The Largest Quarry Owners in The Largest Quarry Owners in 
BATH STONE. » PORTLAND STONE. 


Personal attention given to Orders by experienced Managers. 


Sole Crown Lessees SS SSS <a 
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T HE CAMBRIDG ain - 


LIMITED 
71,;CAMBRIDGE ROAD 
HAMMERSMITH.W6 











HOBMAN’S ASPHALTE 


A. C. W. HOBMAN & CO., Ltd., South incese caved - ve 


Telegrams: “SEYSSELL, LONDON.” Telephones : 











DEPOTS THROUGHOUT THE PROVINCES. 


ASPHALTE 
WORK. 


ENGERT=: ROLFE, LTp. Poplar, LONDON, E. 


Telegraphic Address: “ ASPHALTING, POP., LONDON.” 








Telephone: EAST 1932 (twe oe 




















